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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Constituent  Authorities 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  vital  statistics  recorded  in  this  Report  are  very  satisfactory. 

No  infectious  disease,  other  than  measles,  was  especially  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no 
deaths  from  any  infectious  or  contagious  condition. 

Slum  clearance  is  now  well  advanced  throughout  the  area.  The  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  last 
five  years  is  indicated  by  the  1966  sample  census,  the  results  of  which  have  been  recently  published. 

The  number  of  persons  living  more  than  1^  per  room  has  been  reduced  in  Oakengates  from  683  in  1961 
to  less  than  15  in  1966.  The  corresponding  figures  in  Wellington  are  635  to  90,  Shifnal  758  to  40,  Wellington 
Rural  1951  to  1140. 

There  is  much  talk  these  days  of  the  rising  tide  of  public  expenditure  and  it  behoves  all  concerned  with 
the  spending  of  public  money  that  it  is  wisely  spent. 

The  cost  of  running  your  local  Health  Department,  plus  the  cost  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
sewage  and  refuse  adds  up  to  about  2d.  per  person  per  day. 

The  personal  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  account  for  a  similar  amount. 

Fourpence  per  day  spent  on  preserving  health 
is  not  a  very  large  sum  when  we  compare  it  with  the 
1  /6d.  per  head  we  spend  on  tobacco  and  cigarettes, 
or  the  1/6-jd.  which  we  spend  on  alcoholic  drinks. 

Look  what  we  get  for  our  money  ;  not  only  do 
we  enjoy  better  health  but  we  make  an  extensive 
saving  on  sick  pay,  loss  of  earnings  and  the  cost  of 
treatment. 

To  take  only  one  example,  tuberculosis  was 
virtually  eliminated  as  a  major  health  problem 
before  the  introduction  of  anti-tubercular  drugs  and 
this  disease  alone  formerly  cost  the  country  the 
equivalent  of  over  £400  million  per  year. 

The  improvement  in  children’s  health,  so 
important  for  our  future,  and  always  a  particular 
concern  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  is  well  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  table  reproduced  on  the  left. 

1  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  BURY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Reduction  in  Child  Mortality 
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whooping  cough  | 
measles 


3,000 


diphtheria 


tuberculosis 


2,500 


2,000 


pneumonia 


other  natural 
causes 


accidents 


1,500 


1,000 


500 


whooping  cough 
virtually  measles 
nil  diphtheria 
tuberculosis 


I  cancer 
i  pneumonia 

I  accidents 


deaths 
per 

3017  million  519 


other  natural  causes 


1931-35  (ave) 


1965 


2 


SOCIAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  area  covered  by  the  five  authorities  forms  a  well  balanced  community  consisting  of  an  extensive 
urban  centre,  formed  by  the  Urban  districts  of  Wellington  and  Oakengates  with  the  intervening  parts  of  the 
Wellington  Rural  District  at  Hadley,  Ketley  and  Donnington.  The  economy  is  based  on  a  very  ancient  mining 
and  iron  producing  industry  which  had  for  many  years  been  declining  but  has  now  been  revitalised  since  the 
last  war  by  the  introduction  of  new  industry,  particularly  the  large  Engineering  Works  of  Joseph  Sankey  and 
Sons  and  the  Royal  Ordnance  Depot  at  Donnington. 

To  the  east,  north  and  west  the  rural  parts  of  the  Wellington  Rural  District  and  Shifnal  Rural  District 
consist  mostly  of  rich  agricultural  land.  To  the  south  the  area  is  bordered  by  the  beautiful  wooded  country 
surrounding  the  Wrekin,  and  by  the  Urban  District  of  Dawley.  Newport  continues  to  play  its  role  of  a  rural 
market  town,  assisted  by  one  large  factory  engaged  in  the  making  of  valves.  In  the  south,  Shifnal  is  also  a 
market  town  and  Albrighton,  near  the  Staffordshire  border,  has  rapidly  developed  as  a  dormitory  area  for 
Wolverhampton,  assisted  by  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Cosford. 

On  the  29th  December,  1967,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  published  the  Draft  of  the 
Dawley  New  Town  Designation  (Amendment)  Order  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  the  new  town  of  Dawley 
should  be  extended  to  include  the  whole  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Oakengates  and  Wellington  and  a  consider¬ 
able  part  of  Wellington  Rural  District.  This  will  have  a  considerable  impact  on  all  aspects  of  life  in  the  area 
and  the  outcome  of  the  Official  Inquiry  is  awaited  with  great  interest. 

The  Wrekin  and  Ercall  Hills  and  the  nearby  valley  of  the  River  Severn  provide  a  natural  centre  for  outdoor 
activities  in  the  district.  In  addition  within  the  Urban  district  of  Wellington  and  in  the  urban  parishes  of  the 
Rural  district  extensive  recreation  grounds  and  sports  facilities  are  available.  The  recreational  facilities  with  a 
covered  sports  hall,  swimming  pool  and  paddling  pool  etc.  provided  in  the  parishes  of  Hadley  and  Donnington 
are  outstanding.  Play  Leadership  schemes  are  organised  regularly  in  Oakengates,  Wellington,  Shifnal  and 
Wellington  Rural  District.  In  the  latter  district  this  is  a  full-time  organisation.  A  permanent  Nursery  Play¬ 
ground  for  under-fives  is  also  provided  in  Donnington.  A  public  swimming  bath  is  provided  at  Wellington 
and  one  is  under  construction  at  Newport. 

With  regard  to  the  special  provision  for  old  people  all  the  authorities  give  financial  support  to  the  local 
“Meals  on  Wheels”  services  and  Wellington  Urban  and  Rural  districts  and  Shifnal  Rural  district  also  give 
financial  support  to  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  and  Clubs. 

All  these  activities  make  a  very  real  contribution  to  the  health  of  the  local  population. 

BOUNDARY  CHANGES 

The  following  boundary  changes  have  taken  place  since  1966: 


Local  Authority 

Area  gained: 
approximate 
population 

Area  lost: 
approximate 
population 

Nett  gain  or  loss 
in  population 

Newport  U.D.C.  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

Shifnal  R.D.C.  .  . 

0 

760 

760  lost 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

LOCAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


Newport 

U.D.C. 

Oakengates 

U.D.C. 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

Shifnal 

R.D.C. 

Wellington 

R.D.C. 

Population  (Estimated)  .  . 
No.  of  Inhabited  houses  . . 
Rateable  value 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

No.  of  persons  per  acre 

5,820 

1,977 

£218,430 

£859 

6.32 

15,790 

5,627 

£546,431 

£2,200 

6.6 

16,630 

5,309 

£697,831 

£2,753 

7.15 

15,990 

4,565 

£532,853 

£2,133 

0.50 

26,670 

9,004 

£1,373,673 

£5,079 

.47 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1967 


Newport 

U.D.C 

Oakengates 

U.D.C 

Wellington 

U.D.C 

Shifnal 

R.D.C. 

Wellington 

R.D.C 

England  and 
Wales 

(Rates  only) 

Live  Births: 

Male:  Legitimate 

67 

150 

123 

149 

273 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

5 

10 

15 

Female:  Legitimate 

63 

151 

140 

135 

248 

Illegitimate 

6 

10 

6 

7 

20 

Total 

141 

318 

274 

301 

556 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

24.2 

20.1 

16.5 

18.8 

20.8 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

24.7 

20.5 

17.1 

19.9 

19.3 

17.2 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

4 

12 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Total  . . 

2 

3 

6 

4 

13 

Still  Birth  Rate 

14.0 

9.0 

21 .0 

13 

23 

14.8 

Deaths: 

Male  .  . 

41 

75 

85 

70 

118 

Female  . . 

36 

57 

66 

52 

113 

Total  . . 

77 

132 

151 

122 

231 

Crude  Rate  . . 

13.2 

8.4 

9.1 

7.6 

8.7 

Comparable  Rate  . . 

12.5 

11.0 

10.1 

10.8 

11.3 

11.2 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

During  first  week 

1 

4 

1 

1 

5 

Second  to  fourth  week 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

Second  to  twelfth  month  . . 

2 

1 

6 

0 

2 

Total,  first  year 

4 

6 

3 

2 

7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

28.0 

19.0 

11.0 

7.0 

13.0 

18.3 

Neo-natal  mortality  Rate  . . 

14.0 

9.4 

7.2 

3.5 

5.4 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 

7.0 

9.4 

3.6 

3.5 

5.4 

10.8 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate*  . . 

21 .0 

22.0 

25.0 

16.0 

32 

25.4 

*Peri-natal  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  still  births  and  deaths  during  the  first  week  of  life  per  thousand  total  births  and 
is  a  sensitive  indicator  of  the  state  of  health  of  expectant  mothers  and  the  efficiency  of  the  maternity  services. 
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Causes  of  Deaths,  1967 


Newport 

Oakengates 

Wellington 

Shifnal 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

0 

7 

1 

4 

2 

9 

1 

7 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

0 

2 

11 

8 

9 

7 

9 

6 

12 

12 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

4 

10 

14 

12 

13 

12 

10 

8 

17 

25 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . . 

10 

4 

20 

8 

26 

12 

16 

6 

33 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

10 

8 

1 

8 

2 

11 

5 

11 

5 

15 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

7 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

3 

2 

8 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

3 

7 

3 

4 

7 

2 

0 

11 

10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

2 

2 

3 

0 

All  Other  Accidents  . . 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

3 

5 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Total  All  Causes  . . 

41 

36 

75 

57 

85 

66 

70 

52 

118 

113 

Deaths  under  the  age  of  1  year 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

3 

4 

Deaths  between  1  year  and  15  years 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

6 

1 

Deaths  between  1 5  years  and  44  years 

1 

0 

2 

3 

2 

3 

8 

2 

7 

8 

Causes  of  Deaths  under  1  year 


Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  4 

Haemorrhage  . .  . .  . .  2 

Infection  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Congenital  Malformation  . .  10 

Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  5 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


NEWPORT  U.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1 

1967 

Live  Births 

76 

103 

107 

115 

115 

121 

141 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

16.70 

21.43 

21.53 

20.83 

20.41 

22.7 

24.7 

Still  Births 

4 

0 

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate 

50 

0 

0 

24.8 

8.2 

16.5 

14 

Infant  Deaths  . . 

0 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Infant  Death  Rate 

0 

38.83 

18.7 

8.7 

26.09 

16.5 

28 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

0 

29.13 

18.7 

8.7 

0 

16.5 

14 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

Total  Deaths  . . 

51 

62 

58 

60 

58 

65 

77 

Comparable  Death  Rate 

9.72 

12.37 

9.79 

11.34 

11.29 

12.00 

12.5 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS — continued 


OAKENGATES  U.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Live  Births 

203 

233 

258 

303 

300 

331 

318 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

16.68 

18.82 

19.58 

20.88 

19.41 

22.00 

20.5 

Still  Births 

6 

4 

5 

5 

8 

9 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate 

28.8 

12.6 

19.0 

16.2 

26.1 

27.2 

9 

Infant  Deaths  . . 

4 

6 

6 

7 

6 

0 

6 

Infant  Death  Rate 

19.70 

25.75 

23.3 

23.1 

20.00 

0 

19 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

2 

5 

5 

4 

5 

0 

5 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

9.85 

21.46 

19.4 

13.2 

16.67 

0 

9.4 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Total  Deaths  . . 

125 

134 

144 

132 

151 

182 

132 

Comparable  Death  Rate 

11.19 

11.79 

11.34 

9.48 

12.83 

9.8 

11.00 

WELLINGTON  U.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Live  Births 

233 

259 

303 

290 

314 

296 

274 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

16.10 

17.05 

20.44 

18.98 

20.09 

18.3 

17.1 

Still  Births 

4 

8 

9 

5 

5 

3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate 

16.8 

29.0 

22.8 

17.8 

15.5 

10.1 

21 

Infant  Deaths  . . 

5 

5 

6 

9 

7 

5 

3 

Infant  Death  Rate 

21.46 

19.31 

19.8 

31 .0 

22.29 

16.9 

11 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

2 

5 

4 

3 

4 

2 

3 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

8.58 

19.31 

13.2 

10.3 

12.74 

6.8 

7.2 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Deaths  . . 

176 

162 

156 

172 

190 

182 

151 

Comparable  Death  Rate 

*  *  i 

12.92 

12.58 

10.63 

11.04 

12.75 

11.2 

10.1 

SHIFNAL  R.D.C. 


I 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Live  Births 

237 

231 

289 

306 

256 

320 

301 

Comparable  Birth  Rates 

17.93 

16.94 

20.14 

21  .66 

17.41 

20.3 

19.9 

Still  Births 

5 

7 

0 

3 

2 

4 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate 

20.6 

29.0 

0 

9.7 

7.7 

12.5 

13 

Infant  Deaths  . . 

9 

3 

8 

6 

0 

4 

2 

Infant  Death  Rate 

37.97 

12.99 

27.7 

19.6 

0 

12.5 

7 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

7 

1 

6 

3 

0 

3 

1 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

29.54 

4.33 

20.8 

9.8 

0 

9.4 

3.5 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Deaths  . . 

107 

117 

113 

110 

126 

135 

122 

Comparable  Death  Rate 

9.76 

10.74 

10.28 

10.17 

12.28 

8.5 

11.3 

WELLINGTON  R.D.C. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Live  Births 

491 

486 

515 

561 

575 

575 

556 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

19.60 

18.92 

19.88 

21.08 

20.97 

22.1 

19.3 

Still  Births 

8 

11 

12 

15 

10 

15 

13 

Still  Birth  Rate 

16.0 

22.0 

22.7 

26.7 

17.1 

26.1 

23 

Infant  Deaths  . . 

12 

15 

11 

12 

9 

15 

7 

Infant  Death  Rate 

24.44 

30.86 

21.4 

21.4 

15.65 

26.1 

13 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

10 

10 

6 

6 

7 

7 

5 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate 

20.37 

20.58 

11.7 

10.7 

12.17 

12.2 

5.4 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Total  Deaths  . . 

243 

231 

285 

110 

227 

266 

231 

Comparable  Death  Rate 

11.83 

10.76 

14.92 

7.21 

11.14 

22.1 

11.3 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
1.  PROVIDED  BY  SALOP  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Child  Welfare  Centres: 

Senior  Social  Club,  Curriers  Lane,  Shifnal* 

Turreff  Hall,  Donnington* 

The  H umbers,  Donnington* 

Haygate  Road,  Wellington 

Boyne  House,  Beaumaris  Road,  Newport 

Stafford  Road,  Oakengates 

*Sessional  use  of  premises  owned  by  other  organisations. 

Dental  clinic  facilities  for  children  below  the  upper  limit  of  compulsory  school  age  and  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  are  provided  at  the  Wellington  and  Newport  Centres. 

Facilities  are  provided  at  the  Wellington  Centre  for  Family  Planning  Clinics  conducted  by  the  Wellington 
Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association. 

( b )  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children: 

The  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  acts  as  Agent  for  the  County  Council  and  the 
services  of  the  Moral  Welfare  Worker  are  available  to  those  in  need  of  advice  or  assistance. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods: 

National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  Tablets  are  available  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  and  these  are  supplemented  by  local  distribution  points  which  include  certain  small  post  offices, 
shops  and  private  houses. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 

District  Nurse  Midwives,  who  are  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  attendance  upon  patients  in  their 
own  homes,  are  listed  in  the  current  telephone  directory  under  the  heading  “Nurses — Shropshire”  and  set 
out  in  alphabetical  order  of  the  address  of  the  nurse. 


Health  Visiting 

In  the  area  of  the  Joint  Committee  the  County  Council  provide  the  service  of  full-time  Health  Visitors 
(Qualified  Nurses  who  hold  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate)  who  attend  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  visit 
children  under  five  years  of  age  in  their  own  homes.  The  advice  of  the  Health  Visitors  upon  any  aspect  of 
child  care,  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  of  the  aged,  etc.,  is  freely  available.  These  officers  are  listed  in 
the  telephone  directory  under  “Salop  County  Council — Health  Department”. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered  to  pre-school  and  school  children  against  Smallpox,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria, 
Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis,  which  can  be  administered  by  the  child’s  family  doctor  or  by  a  County  Council 
Medical  Officer  at  a  clinic  or  school. 

In  addition,  protection  against  Tuberculosis  is  available,  at  sessions  conducted  in  schools,  to  children 
of  thirteen  years  and  over. 

For  travellers  to  certain  areas  abroad,  whether  children  or  adults,  the  County  Health  Department, 
The  Shirehall,  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury  (Telephone  Shrewsbury  52211,  Ext.  442)  is  a  Designated  Centre 
for  Vaccination  against  Yellow  Fever,  which  is  available  by  appointment  only  and  for  which  a  charge  is  made. 
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Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

(i)  A  wide  range  of  nursing  aids — from  hydraulic  patient  lifters,  wheelchairs  with  lifting  apparatus,  etc., 
to  back-rests  and  bed  pans  are  available  from  the  County  Health  Department  to  assist  in  the  nursing  of  patients 
in  their  own  homes. 

Ordinarily  requests  for  such  items  are  made  by  the  Doctor  or  District  Nurse  but  direct  enquiry  from 
patients  or  their  relatives  receives  attention.  A  charge  is  made  for  certain  larger  items  where  the  patient  is 
able  to  pay. 

Special  pads  are  available,  on  the  recommendations  of  Doctors  or  Nurses,  for  bedfast  incontinent 
patients  and  special  garments  with  absorbant  pads  for  ambulant  incontinent  patients. 

Note. — Wheelchairs  and  special  appliances  for  the  permanent  personal  use  of  patients  are  supplied  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  upon  the  recommendation  of  Hospital  Consultants. 

(ii)  The  hospital  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  as  with  any  other  condition,  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Hospital  Authorities  but  assistance  in  the  management  of  patients  at  home,  and  arrangements  for  examination 
of  contacts  by  the  Consultant  Chest  Physicians,  are  part  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  duties.  Extra  nourishment 
may  be  supplied  where  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  patient  so  require. 

(iii)  Recuperative  convalescence  may  be  arranged  for  patients  recovering  from  illness  and  no  longer  in 
need  of  medical  or  nursing  treatment  and  charges  are  made  for  this  service  in  accordance  with  the  patient’s 
ability  to  pay. 

Chiropody 

Persons  of  pensionable  age  who  are  mainly  dependent  upon  Retirement  Pension  and/or  Social  Security 
benefits,  together  with  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  are  eligible  for  treatment  under  the 
Council’s  service  or  by  arrangements  made  by  local  voluntary  Committees  who  act  as  the  Council’s  agents. 
In  this  area  they  are: 

St.  Georges  and  Priorslee  Club. 

Shifnal  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

Wellington  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

Oakengates  &  District  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

A  charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment  is  made  to  all  patients  subject  to  remission  in  cases  receiving  Social 
Security  benefits  or  otherwise  assessed  as  unable  to  pay  the  fee. 

Application  should  be  made  to  the  Committee  in  which  the  patient  lives  or,  if  there  is  no  local  Committee, 
either  direct  to  this  Department  or  via  a  member  of  the  outside  staff — Nurse,  Health  Visitor,  etc. 

Treatment  is  undertaken  also  by  chiropodists  employed  direct  by  the  Department  at  home  and  at  Clinics 
by  appointment.  Application  should  be  made  to  Nurse  or  Health  Visitor. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

A  Home  Help  Office  is  maintained  at  the  Child  Health  Centre  in  Haygate  Road,  Wellington,  and  persons 
in  need  of  help  may  apply  there  in  person  or  contact  the  County  Health  Department  direct  or  through  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Nursing  or  Health  Visiting  Staff.  Charges  may  be  assessed  in  accordance  with  the  applicant’s 
financial  resources. 

Mental  Health  Service 

The  functions  of  the  County  Council  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  in  respect  of  patients  who  are, 
or  have  been,  suffering  from  mental  disorder,  are,  very  broadly: 

(a)  the  provision,  equipment  and  maintenance  of  residential  accommodation ; 

(b)  the  provision  of  centres  or  other  facilities  for  training  or  occupation; 

(c)  the  appointment  of  officers  to  act  as  Mental  Welfare  Officers; 

(d)  the  exercise  of  functions  in  respect  of  persons  placed  under  guardianship; 

(e)  the  provision  of  ancillary  or  supplementary  services  for  the  prevention  of  mental  disorder  or  for 
the  care  of  mentally  disordered  persons. 
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A  Junior  Training  Centre  is  provided  at  Wellington  and  Shrewsbury  where  there  is  also  a  rehabilitation 
hostel  for  female  patients  recovering  from  mental  illness. 

The  County  Council’s  mental  welfare  officers  are  responsible  for  home  visiting  of  patients  who  are  mentally 
ill  or  who  are  sub-normal  or  severely  sub-normal.  Excellent  co-operation  exists  between  these  officers  and  the 
Consultant  Psychiatrists,  General  Practitioners  and  all  agencies,  both  statutory  and  voluntary,  who  combine 
to  serve  the  needs  of  the  patients. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  from  a  Central  Control  which  is  manned  throughout  the  twenty-four 
hours  at  the  Headquarters  in  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury — Telephone  No.  6331 — to  which  all  requests  for 
ambulance  transport  in  the  area  of  the  Joint  Committee  should  be  made. 

A  local  Ambulance  Station  is  maintained  at  Donnington. 

Early  Detection  of  Cancer 

Sessions  are  held  on  the  3rd  Monday  of  every  month  at  the  County  Council  Clinic,  Haygate  Road. 
Wellington,  and  on  the  2nd  Wednesday  of  every  month  at  the  Clinic,  Beaumaris  Road,  Newport,  for  the 
early  detection  of  cancer  of  the  womb  (Cervical  Cytology)  and  the  breast.  Appointments  can  be  made  by  any 
woman  over  the  age  of  thirty  by  the  completion  of  a  form  available  from  any  County  Council  Clinic,  Health 
Visitor,  Nurse  or  Midwife. 


Registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  Area 

Address  .  .  Priory  Nursing  Home,  Springhill,  Wellington. 


Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 — Premises  Registered  in  the  Area 


Permitted 

Premises  Number  of  Children 

“Madhatters”,  Powder  Lane,  Wellington  . .  .  .  . .  10 

Garrison  Nursery,  Humbers  Lane,  Donnington  .  .  . .  16 

Cosford  Day  Nursery,  R.A.F.  Cosford  . .  .  .  .  .  36 

Donnington  Recreation  Ground  Pavilion  .  .  . .  25 

The  Old  Library,  Albrighton  .  28 


School  Health  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  Education  Act,  1944,  and  covers: 


Routine  medical  inspection. 

School  clinics. 

Handicapped  children  (ascertainment  and  special  education): 

Deaf;  Blind;  E.S.N.;  Maladjusted;  Physically  handicapped. 

School  Dental  Service. 

Milk  and  meals. 

Hygiene  in  school  buildings. 

Immunisation  and  vaccination. 


Services  provided  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  by  the  County  Welfare  Officer 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  F.  G.  Fawcett,  County  Welfare  Officer,  for  the  following  information: 

A.  Residential  Accommodation: 

118  beds  (including  a  unit  of  20  beds  and  cots  for  temporary 
accommodation) 

37  beds 
50  beds 


Audley  House,  Audley  Avenue,  Newport 

Far  Croft,  North  Road,  Wellington 
Summercroft,  Turreff  Avenue,  Albrighton 
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B.  Grouped  dwellings  and  Flatlets: 


Shifnal  R.D.C . 

Albrighton 

22  units 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

Lawndale,  Donnington 

Willow  Court,  Donnington 
Sandbrook  Estate,  Ketley  . . 
Haybridge  Hall,  Hadley 

13  units 
24  units 

19  units 

20  units 

Newport  U.D.C. 

Hallcroft  Close 

Adams  Estate 

20  units 
19  units 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

Newfield  House 

24  units 

V.S.  Flatlets: 

Portway  House,  Wellington 

9  units 

Parville  House,  Wellington 

.  . 

.  . 

16  units 

D.  Almshouses: 

High  Ercall  Hospital 

The  properties  under  B,  C  and  D  are  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authorities  or  voluntary  Committees, 
but  the  Welfare  Department  is  interested  both  financially  and  otherwise. 

E.  Domiciliary  Services: 

Domiciliary  services  for  the  elderly,  blind,  deaf  and  handicapped  persons  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  are  provided  by  the  Welfare  Department  from  this  office. 

F.  Meals  on  Wheels: 

The  local  authorities  and  ourselves  are  interested  in  the  provision  of  meals-on-wheels  in  nearly  every  part 
of  the  county. 

2.  PROVIDED  BY  THE  BIRMINGHAM  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

(A)  Managed  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee 

Full  district  hospital  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  and  at  Copthorne  Hospital. 
This  is  supplemented  by  local  services  provided  at  the  Wrekin  and  Wellington  Cottage  Hospitals. 

Wrekin  Hospital,  Wellington: 


Clinics  held 

Clinic 

Consultant 

Monday  morning 

Geriatric 

.  .  Dr.  A.  R.  Khan 

Dermatological  . . 

. .  Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Chest 

. .  Dr.  P.  E.  Perceval 

Dr.  A.  Myres 

Monday  afternoon 

Surgical 

.  .  Mr.  D.  Lincoln  Lewis 

Chest 

. .  Dr.  P.  E.  Perceval 

Dermatological  (Biopsies) 

Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Tuesday  morning 

Surgical 

Mr.  M.  W.  F.  Dunning 

Medical 

.  .  Dr.  C.  L.  Stote 

Orthopaedic 

Mr.  G.  K.  Rose 

Mr.  R.  S.  Cowie 

Tuesday  afternoon 

Gynaecology 

.  .  Mr.  H.  G.  Wolskel 

Psychiatric 

. .  Dr.  F.  Kane 

Dr.  Barker  (monthly) 

Wednesday  morning 

Dermatological  . . 

Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Paediatric 

Dr.  J.  Macauley 

Orthodontic 

Mr.  Scott 

Wednesday  afternoon  . 

.  Chest 

Dr.  P.  E.  Perceval 

Dental 

Mr.  H.  P.  Britten 

Thursday  morning 

After-care 

. .  Orthopaedic  Sisters 

Ante-natal 

.  .  Dr.  J.  G.  Mann 

Dr.  Davis 

Medical 

. .  Dr.  A.  W.  J.  Houghton 

Thursday  afternoon 

Dermatological  . . 

Dr.  A.  B.  Shrank 

Orthopaedic 

. .  Mr.  Graff  (alternate  Thursdays) 

Friday  morning  . . 

.  Ante-natal 

. .  Dr.  J.  G.  Mann 

Friday  Afternoon 

Gynaecology 

Mr.  S.  Burke 

Psychiatric 

Dr.  F.  Kane 

Dr.  S.  Lucas 
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Wrekin  Hospital  and  Wellington  Cottage  Hospital: 
Allocated  beds  and  other  ancillary  services. 


Wellington  Cottage  Hospital: 

General  Practitioner  Unit  . .  18  beds  (including  one  private  and  one  amenity  bed) 

Ancillary  services  . .  . .  First  aid  to  minor  accident  and  emergency  patients 


Wrekin  Hospital: 

Beds  . .  . .  . .  . .  26  pre-convalescent 

24  maternity 
29  female  geriatric 
27  male  geriatric 
21  chest 

127 


Ancillary  services : 

Outpatients’  Department  . .  Monday  afternoon 

Tuesday  morning 
Wednesday  morning 
Thursday  morning 

Thursday  afternoon 
Friday  morning 


Audiometrician  attends  for  hearing  aid  repairs 
Pathological  technician 

Dietician  (Miss  Huender)  (last  Wednesday  in  month) 
Surgical  fitters  attend 

Electrocardiograph  technician  (Mrs.  Garrett) 
Audiometrician  attends 
Mass  Radiography— Wolverhampton  unit 
Pathological  technician 

Relaxation  classes  in  Physiotherapy  Department 


General  X-ray  facilities  for  general  practitioners  and  consultants. 

Physiotherapy  Department  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  patients  referred  by  Consultants. 


Venereal  Diseases:  One  clinic  is  maintained  at  No.  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  where  treatment  is  free  and 
confidential.  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  and  no  appointment  is  needed: 

Males . Tuesday  and  Friday  . .  6.00  p.m.  to  8.00  p.m. 

Females  . .  . .  . .  Monday  . .  . .  . .  3.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 

Thursday  . .  . .  5.00  p.m.  to  7.00  p.m. 

(B)  Mass  Radiography  Unit : 

The  Mass  Radiography  unit  operates  from  New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  The  small  mobile 
vehicle  unit  visits  Wellington  each  Friday  morning  for  the  purpose  of  X-raying  patients  referred  to  the  unit 
by  general  practitioners  and  also  contacts  etc.  The  large  unit  also  visits  the  area  from  time  to  time  for  the 
purpose  of  X-raying  any  factory  employees  or  visiting  any  school  or  factory  where  there  may  have  been  a  case 
of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  These  visits  have  usually  been  on  a  three  year  basis  but  this  period  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  extended  in  the  future. 


(C)  Managed  by  the  Stafford  and  Wolverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committees 

In  addition  there  is  a  small  local  hospital,  The  Boughey  Cottage  Hospital,  at  Newport  providing  14 
general  practitioner  beds  and  casualty  and  X-ray  services. 

At  Shifnal  Hospital  there  are  21  general  practitioner  beds  and  out-patients  clinics  are  held  regularly  by 
visiting  consultants  in  General  Surgery,  Ear  Nose  and  Throat,  Ortho-laryngology,  Gynaecology,  Ortho¬ 
paedics. 


The  R.A.F.  Hospital  at  Cosford  receives  civilian  patients  by  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Defence 
and  provides  a  very  useful  relief  for  the  surgical  waiting  lists  of  other  hospitals  in  the  district.  It  also  provides 
a  very  valuable  casualty  service  for  the  area.  Accidents  from  the  Oakengates/Wellington  area  have  to  be  taken 
into  Shrewsbury. 
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3.  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  SALOP  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 


The  services  of  a  family  doctor  are  provided  to  all  persons  by  the  County  of  Salop  Executive  Council. 
Thirty-two  general  practitioners  practice  from  premises  in  the  area.  Most  of  the  doctors  have  joint  groups 
and  some  groups  have  provided  themselves  with  up-to-date  premises.  The  population,  therefore,  have  a  good 
choice  of  the  type  of  practice  which  they  prefer,  although  this  is  slightly  restricted  as  Wellington  is  “under- 
doctored”.  The  Executive  Council  also  provide  dental,  pharmaceutical  and  ophthalmic  services. 

Discussions  are  at  present  taking  place  about  the  provision  of  Health  Centres  at  Oakengates  and 
Wellington  between  the  County  Council,  Salop  Executive  Committee  and  local  General  Practitioners. 

4.  PROVIDED  BY  THE  FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATION  (SEVERN  &  WYE  BRANCH) 

The  Clinic  at  Wellington  is  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  1.30  to  3.30  p.m.  and  the  first  Monday  in  every 
month  from  7.0  to  8.0  p.m. 

Advice  on  how  to  regulate  the  number  of  children  they  have  is  given  to  married  women  and  those  about 
to  be  married.  If  there  are  medical  reasons  for  limiting  the  number  of  pregnancies  advice  is  given  free, 
otherwise  a  modest  charge  is  made. 

During  1967 

344  women  attended  of  which 

121  were  new  patients. 

A  total  of  1,294  attendances  were  recorded. 

There  is  now  a  variety  of  methods  of  contraception  available  and  one  can  generally  be  found  to  suit  all 
needs. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1967 


Newport 

U.D.C. 

Oakengates 

U.D.C. 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

Shifnal 

R.D.C. 

Wellington 

R.D.C. 

Diseases 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

2 

10 

4 

4 

6 

13 

19 

3 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

7 

2 

2 

2 

3 

8 

11 

1 

2 

Measles 

10 

18 

64 

68 

80 

39 

184 

179 

95 

73 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

7 

2 

1 

Ac.  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Tuberculosis: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Respiratory 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

0 

Non-Respiratory  . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year  was  greater  than  for  some  years  past.  Several  of 
the  cases  were  quite  severe  and  there  were  also  two  cases  of  Erysipelas  which  is  caused  by  the  same  germ. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough — 41  compared  with  50  last  year — continues  to  be  unnecessarily 
high. 

Measles  was  fairly  prevalent,  a  total  of  81  cases  being  notified  during  the  year.  With  the  introduction  of 
Measles  vaccine  predicted  in  the  coming  year  we  should  now  see  a  gradual  elimination  of  this  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Newport  U.D. 

Oakengates 

Wellington  U.D. 

Shifnal 

Wellington  R.D. 

Total  for  area 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Cases 

Notified 

Deaths  j 

1960 

1 

0 

8 

0 

7 

2 

4 

0 

11 

0 

31 

2 

1961 

0 

0 

7 

1 

5 

1 

1 

0 

8 

0 

21 

2 

1962 

1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

7 

0 

17 

0 

1963 

0 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

11 

1 

21 

4 

1964 

0 

0 

3 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

12 

0 

19 

2 

1965 

0 

0 

6 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

4 

0 

15 

2 

1966 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

8 

5 

1967 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

13 

0 

Cases  on  register  at  end  of  1967 

8  9  15  7  19  58 


This  is  the  second  year  in  which  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  whole  of  the  area. 

Flu  Vaccination 

On  the  28th  December,  1967,  it  was  reported  that  the  influenza  virus  was  spreading  in  some  of  the  big 
cities.  All  the  authorities  in  the  area  agreed  to  offer  free  vaccination  to  their  staff's.  182  persons  were  vacci¬ 


nated  : 

Newport  U.D.C.  . .  . .  20 

Oakengates  U.D.C.  . .  . .  8 

Wellington  U.D.C .  69 

Shifnal  R.D.C .  33 

Wellington  R.D.C.  . .  . .  52 


Up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  value  of  this  in  cutting  down  absenteeism  has  not  been  assessed. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
Water 

In  1963  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  took  over  responsibility  for  public  water  supplies  in  the  whole 
area  except  for  a  small  part  of  Shifnal  Rural  District  which  is  supplied  by  Wolverhampton  Borough. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Frank  Earnshaw,  Engineer  to  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  for  the  following 
report : 

(a)  Water  supplies  in  this  your  district  have  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  standard  throughout  the 
year.  Bacteriological  analyses  have  been  carried  out  at  frequent  intervals,  and  I  have  set  out  the 
results  obtained  in  ( e )  below. 

( b )  The  isolated  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples  have  been  counteracted  by  the  regulation  of  the 
chlorine  dosage.  Pollution  risks  from  the  disposal  of  carcasses  during  the  foot  and  mouth  epidemic 
were  minimised  by  the  use  of  incineration,  rather  than  burial,  in  areas  likely  to  cause  contamination 
of  underground  aquifers. 

(c)  I  have  no  detailed  records  regarding  the  population  supplied  in  each  parish  but  estimates  for  each 
district  council  within  your  district  are  set  out  below. 


Total 

Supplied  d 

Population 

by  Board 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

. .  26,180 

24,680 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

..  16,300 

16,300 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

..  15,440 

15,440 

Shifnal  R.D.C. 

..  8,510 

7,400 

Newport  U.D.C.  . . 

. .  5,420 

5,420 

Standpipes  are  not  utilised  for  domestic  supplies  within  your  district. 

( d )  The  fluoride  content  of  all  water  supplied  is  less  than  0.2  ppm. 

( e )  Bacteriological  results — January  to  December,  1967. 


Source 

Borehole 

Number  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Date 

Coliform 

Bacilli 

Bact.  coli. 

Woodfield  Pumping  Station 

99 

2 

28.7.67 

2 

0 

7.1.67 

2 

0 

Shifnal  Pumping  Station 

84 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newport  Pumping  Station  . . 

—  44 

1 

19.5.67 

2 

0 

Lilleshall  Pumping  Station  . . 

49 

2 

4.8.67 

1 

0 

• 

18.8.67 

9 

0 

Sheriffhales  Pumping  Station 

43 

2 

4.8.67 

2 

0 

14.7.67 

1 

0 

(/)  The  type  of  water  supplied  has  not  previously  been  considered  to  have  plumbo  solvent  character¬ 
istics.  A  recent  series  of  samples,  taken  after  the  water  had  been  standing  overnight  in  lead  services, 
does  however  indicate  limited  solvency  under  certain  conditions  and  I  give  details  of  the  tests  below. 

A  more  comprehensive  survey  is  planned  in  the  near  future. 


Lead  Content  in  Water  Samples  taken  from  Consumer’s  Tap 


Date 

Source 

mg f.  Lead 

22.11.67 

Wellington,  Orleton  Terrace 

0.02 

22.11.67 

Kemberton,  Langley  Cottage 

0.06 

22.11.67 

Wellington,  Hollies  Road 

0.10 

22.11.67 

Sheriffhales,  The  Crescent 

0.02 

22.11.67 

Newport,  The  Bank,  High  Street 

0.05 

22.11.67 

St.  Georges,  Co-op  Dairy 

0.16 

22.11.67 

Shifnal,  Marshalls  Shop  . . 

0.04 

f 
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Chemical  Analyses.— Typical  analyses  for  the  various  districts  are  set  out  below: 


Chemical  Content 


pH  .. 

Wellington 
( Wooclfield  ) 

Oakengates 
( Sheriffhales ) 

Donnington 
•  {Lille shall) 

Dawley  and 
Shifnal  ( Shifnal ) 

Madeley 
'( Beckbury ) 

7.3 

7.3 

7.5 

7.4 

7.7 

Chloride  (Cl) 

284 

23 

28 

21 

58 

Ammonia  Pree  and  Saline 

0.034 

1.12 

0.04 

0.032 

'.f  0.004 

Ammonia  Albuminoid  (n)  . . 

0.032 

0.16 

0.08 

0.082 

0.004 

Nitrate  (N) 

1.2 

3.0 

3,8 

2.5 

2.9 

Nitrite  (N)  . . 

— 

_ 

_  . 

'  — 

— 

Total  Solids  . .  . . 

788 

340 

420 

336 

420 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

— 

'  ;  • 

0.1 

1  ’’  1 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

230 

175 

230 

205 

220 

Total  Hardness  (CaC03) . . 

371 

247 

276 

269 

171 

Calcium  (CaC03) 

309 

230 

271 

255 

161 

Fluoride  (F) 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

. 

0.2 

0.2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

— 

— 

18 

_ 

14.0 

Iron  (Fe)  . . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Copper  . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.1 

0.04 

0.1 

Lead  (Pb) . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Manganese  (Mn)  . . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.015 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  regularly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
of  the  local  authorities  in  addition  to  those  taken  by  officers  of  the  Water  Board.  These  cover  private  supplies 
as  well  as  public  supplies. 

In  November  a  letter  from  the  Ministry  drew  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  cases  of  lead  poisoning 
attributable  to  water  supplies  were  still  being  discovered  and  it  was  recommended  that  the  World  Health 
Organisation  international  standard  for  drinking  water  of  0.05  mL.  per  Litre  should  now  be  regarded  as  the 
maximum  figure  for  drinking  water.  Previously  it  was  considered  that  non-acid  water  was  not  likely  to 
dissolve  lead  from  pipes  but  recent  investigations  indicate  that  all  water  should  be  tested  for  lead  content. 
The  figures  quoted  in  Mr.  Earnshaw’s  Report  do  suggest  that  in  future  we  should  pay  more  attention  to  this. 

Analysis  of  the  local  water  supplies  indicate  that  the  average  level  of  fluoride  in  the  water  is  0.2  ppm. 
The  County  Council  has  asked  the  Water  Board  to  adjust  this  to  the  optimum  level  of  1  ppm  in  order  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  dental  caries.  Due  to  the  multiplicity  of  small  sources  which  are  at  present  being  used 
there  are  difficulties  which  would  make  this  difficult  to  achieve  at  the  present  time.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  when  new  work  is  carried  out  this  important  matter  will  receive  attention. 

All  persons  employed  on  outside  work  by  the  Water  Board  are  examined  on  appointment  to  ensure 
that  they  are  not  carriers  of  enteric  diseases. 
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Housing 

Good  housing  is  a  basic  essential  of  health. 

Slum  clearance  has  progressed  apace  during  the  last  two  decades  as  is  shown  by  the  statistics  of  the 
various  authorities.  Fortunately  the  increased  affluence  today  has  encouraged  people  to  seek  better  living 
conditions  of  their  own  volition  and  it  is  now  the  ambition  of  every  family  to  live  in  a  decent  house.  Very 
few  houses  now  remain  in  the  district  which  could  be  called  “unfit  for  human  habitation”  in  the  old  sense, 
but  people  are  now  quite  rightly  demanding  amenities  providing  comfort  and  convenience  as  well  as  basic 
sanitary  essentials.  This  is  to  be  encouraged  as  these  factors  improve  the  quality  of  human  life. 

Many  families  are  now  in  a  position  financially  to  purchase  their  own  house  but  there  will  always  be  a 
considerable  section  of  the  community  who  are  not  happy  as  property  owners  and  all  the  responsibility  and 
anxiety  it  entails.  There  is,  therefore,  continued  pressure  on  the  housing  waiting  lists  of  the  local  housing 
authorities.  The  economic  health  of  the  country  depends  upon  a  flexible  and  mobile  labour  force  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  second  industrial  revolution  and  until  there  is  a  choice  of  houses  to  rent  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  this  will  not  be  achieved.  We  must,  therefore,  expect  many  more  years  in  which  “housing”  will  be  one 
of  the  chief  preoccupations  of  local  government. 

The  providing  of  accommodation  suitable  for  old  people  has  taken  on  a  special  importance  recently. 
There  are  now  many  frail  old  people,  especially  widows,  in  the  community.  Accommodation  specially  adapted 
to  their  needs  enables  them  to  maintain  themselves  independently  much  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  the 
case,  thus  saving  a  great  deal  of  public  expenditure  and  greatly  increasing  their  enjoyment  of  life. 


Special  Housing  Provision  for  Old  People 


Bungalows 

Flats 

Dwellings  with 
Warden  Service 

Notes 

Newport  U.D.C. 

31 

8 

39 

At  Hallcroft  Close  there  is  also  a  communal  centre. 

Oakengates  U.D.C. 

120 

24 

24 

At  Newfield  House  there  are  also  communal  facilities  for 
recreation,  laundry  etc. 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

32 

57 

26 

Work  has  commenced  on  a  new  scheme  for  20  bungalows 
with  a  Wardens  flat. 

Shifnal  R.D.C. 

. .  140 

22 

22 

Sheldon  Court  contains  22  flats  with  communal  facilities.  Was 
opened  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Sheldon  on  27th  April,  1967. 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

232 

141 

111 

At  Haybridge  Hall,  Willow  Court  and  Lawndale  the  usual 
communal  facilities  are  provided. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  position  in  the  area  is  not  entirely  satisfactory.  Several  sewers  overflow  following  heavy  rain, 
causing  a  constant  threat  to  health.  This  is  particularly  so  in  Wellington  Rural  District. 

New  sewage  disposal  works  are  needed  in  Wellington  Urban  and  Rural  and  Shifnal  Rural  districts  where 
further  housing  development  is  being  held  by  the  fact  that  works  are  already  overloaded. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Peter  Ward,  M.I.S.P.,  A.M.P.H.E.  of  the  Joint  Chemist  Committee,  for  the  following 
report : 

“There  has  been  little  change  in  the  standard  of  sewage  purification  in  this  area  during  the  past  year, 
though  recent  restrictions  on  access  to  farm  land  have  resulted  in  inadequate  maintenance  in  some  cases. 

One  main  effect  of  the  outbreak  of  ‘foot  and  mouth’  disease  has  been  the  interference  with  the  disposal 
of  sewage  sludge  on  farm  land.  Whereas  this  has  not  generally  interfered  with  sewage  purification,  there  is  a 
backlog  of  sludge  for  disposal. 

The  continued  delay  in  starting  the  Rushmoor  Joint  Sewage  Works  is  now  becoming  serious.  Several 
of  the  works  which  would  be  replaced  by  this  scheme  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  to  a 
satisfactory  standard.” 


A--&  The  work  of  the  Central  Laboratory  does  not  include  Oakengates  U.D.C. 
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Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal 

The  experiment  with  the  paper  sack  method  carried  out  by  the  Shifnal  Rural  District  Council  having 
proved  successful,  it  is  hoped  that  this  method  will  become  universal  in  the  near  future.  It  is  the  only  really 
hygienic  method  and  can  completely  eliminate  danger  to  health  from  flies  and  dust. 

As  is  the  experience  in  most  parts  of  the  country,  facilities  for  tipping  are  proving  more  difficult  to  find 
and  the  building  of  a  central  disposal  plant  is  being  discussed.  This  matter  may  become  urgent  in  the  next 
few  years  if  action  is  not  taken  soon.  Tipping  as  at  present  carried  out  gives  rise  to  a  grave  risk  of  fly  breeding 
on  an  extensive  scale  and  fires  are  a  frequent  source  of  nuisance. 


Occupational  Health 

All  persons  employed  by  the  local  authorities  receive  a  medical  examination  on  appointment  to  ensure 
fitness  for  their  proposed  occupation. 


Public  Mortuary 

The  only  public  mortuary  in  the  area  where  it  is  possible  to  carry  out  post  mortem  examinations  is  that 
provided  by  the  Wellington  Rural  District  Council  at  Donnington  and  even  in  this  conditions  are  not  ideal. 
Also  there  is  not  sufficient  accommodation  there  for  the  whole  of  the  area. 

Discussions  are  now  taking  place  between  the  local  authorities  in  the  area  and  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  with  a  view  to  providing  a  modern  building  for  joint  use  within  the  curtilage  of  the  Wrekin 
Hospital. 


Pest  Control 

A  joint  pest  control  scheme  operates  in  the  area,  apart  from  Oakengates  Urban  District.  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  J.  K.  Addison,  M.A.P.H.I.,  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the  scheme,  for  the  report  below. 

Rats  can  be  cleared  from  every  place — from  farms,  sewers,  tips,  warehouses,  factories,  towns.  With 
modern  poisons  and  methods  it  is  merely  a  question  of  being  more  persistent  than  the  rat. 

The  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pests  Committee  employs  three  men,  each  of  them  well  trained  and  prepared 
to  make  a  thorough  clearance  of  any  infestation  of  rats  or  mice. 

The  cost  of  a  contract  with  the  local  Council  will  compare  favourably  with  terms  that  can  be  offered 
with  any  private  company  for  similar  services.  There  is  nothing  against  engaging  one  of  the  private  pest 
control  companies.  They  too  can  do  a  good  job.  There  is  nothing  against  people  doing  the  job  themselves — 
provided  they  know  what  they  are  doing  and  they  do  it  thoroughly.  It  is  my  impression,  however,  that  in  most 
cases,  amateurs  only  succeed  in  achieving  a  partial  clearance  and  it  is  precisely  this  which  allows  warfarin 
resistance  to  develop. 

It  is  one  of  the  duties  of  a  local  authority  to  see  that  the  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice  as  far  as 
possible.  It  is  the  duty  of  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  or  buildings  to  notify  the  local  authority  about  rats 
on  their  premises  and  to  take  steps  to  get  rid  of  them.  Local  authorities  can  offer  to  do  the  work  and  charge 
for  the  service.  If  necessary,  they  can  use  compulsion,  and  prosecute  offenders.  Fortunately,  it  is  not  often 
necessary  to  go  to  these  lengths.  The  operatives  employed  by  the  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pest  Control  Scheme 
will  carry  out  a  survey  of  any  premises  free  of  charge.  A  single  treatment  can  be  done  for  which  a  charge 
is  made  on  a  time  and  materials  basis,  or  there  can  be  a  contract  to  keep  the  premises  clear  for  an  annual 
charge.  None  of  the  Councils  make  a  charge  for  treatments  carried  out  at  private  domestic  premises.  Careful 
control  is  also  kept  on  Council  owned  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and  the  main  sewerage  systems. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  warfarin  resistant  rats.  If  we  were  to  lose  warfarin  we  would  be 
seriously  handicapped  because  it  is  the  most  efficient  of  the  poisons  available  to  us.  However,  the  main 
centre  of  these  rats  is  still  confined  within  the  400  square  miles  on  the  Welsh  border  beyond  Shrewsbury.  The 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  working  on  this  problem.  The  present  position  is  that  a  barrier,  three  miles  wide, 
has  been  created  round  the  area,  in  which  intensive  clearance  of  rats  is  taking  place  so  as  to  confine  the 
resistant  rats. 
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The  foot  and  mouth  disease  epidemic,  which  commenced  in  October,  severely  restricted  our  activities 
in  country  districts.  Rats  on  the  move  could  carry  infection  with  them  so  it  was  important  to  keep  them  down, 
but  the  operatives  could  not  visit  farms  where  there  was  livestock  because  of  the  risk  of  spreading  the  infection. 
We  therefore  offered  a  “self-service”  to  contractees  of  farms  where  treatment  might  be  needed;  we  delivered 
ready  mixed  bait  and  instructions  for  its  use  to  the  farm  gate  or  to  some  pre-arranged  place  for  collection. 
At  the  infected  premises  themselves,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  was  responsible  for 
carrying  out  a  thorough  treatment  within  48  hours  after  the  disease  had  been  confirmed. 


Details  of  Inspections  Carried  Out  and  Infestations  Found 


Newport  U.D.C. 

Wellington  U.D.C. 

Shifnal  R.D.C. 

Wellington  R.D.C. 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Non- 

Agri- 

cultural 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Non- 

Agri- 

cultural 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Non- 

Agri- 

cultural 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Non- 

Agri- 

cultural 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  following 
notification 

0 

52 

0 

223 

22 

180 

5 

256 

Number  infested  by  rats 

0 

35 

0 

180 

18 

150 

5 

202 

Number  infested  by  mice 

0 

10 

0 

25 

3 

20 

0 

28 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification  . . 

0 

21 

1 

64 

56 

62 

53 

Number  infested  by  rats 

0 

15 

1 

60 

86 

48 

50 

40 

Number  infested  by  mice 

0 

3 

0 

1 

7 

5 

7 

6 
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NEWPORT  (Salop)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Mr.  G.  T.  Wilbraham 


Mr.  D.  Adams 
Mr.  B.  W.  Agates 
Rev.  J.  R.  Barrett 
Mr.  A.  W.  Harding 


Mr.  D.  H.  Jones 
Mr.  K.  Reynolds 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Sandiford 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Stephens 
Mr.  K.  W.  Wilson 


Mr.  K.  Griffiths,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 

I  present  herewith  a  resume  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  past  year. 

WATER 

The  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  is  the  body  responsible  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Urban  District 
and  few  problems  have  arisen  with  regard  to  water  supply.  Routine  sampling  has  been  carried  out  and  of  the 
32  samples  taken,  one  only  did  not  obtain  the  rating  “highly  satisfactory”,  in  this  case  a  re-sample  achieved 
the  desired  result.  All  new  properties  erected  were  connected  to  the  public  mains,  making  a  total  of  1,969 
properties  so  connected  at  the  end  of  1967.  One  property  is  supplied  other  than  from  the  public  mains,  this 
being  a  relatively  isolated  farm  supplied  from  its  own  well. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Urban  District  and  parts  of  the  surrounding  Rural  District  are  served  by  the  Councils’  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Broomfield  Road.  Of  the  total  number  of  1,977  dwellings  within  the  District,  1,963  are 
connected  to  the  works,  in  addition  to  which  sewage  is  accepted  for  treatment  from  232  dwellings  in  Wellington 
Rural  District.  Most  of  the  district  is  sewered  by  gravity,  the  exceptions  being  one  estate  of  47  dwellings 
which  is  pumped  from  Vineyard  Road,  this  pump  having  been  in  operation  for  some  5  years.  Two  further 
pumps  are  being  installed  on  new  developments  serving  61  and  28  dwellings  respectively. 

Of  the  remaining  14  houses  10  are  connected  to  satisfactory  private  disposal  plants,  these  being  septic 
tanks,  and  four  only  are  still  without  satisfactory  means  of  disposal.  The  Council  does  not  undertake  the 
emptying  of  spetic  tanks  and  cesspools. 

Although  the  Broomfield  Road  sewage  disposal  works  were  only  completed  in  1963,  a  scheme  for  their 
extension  is  now  required  and  is  being  prepared  by  the  Councils’  consultants,  approval  in  principle  to  the 
scheme  having  already  been  obtained  from  the  Ministry. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  from  all  properties  within  the  Urban  District  by  a  five-man  team 
working  on  a  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  “fore  and  aft  tipper”.  Despite  occasional  problems  of  staffing  and  the 
rapidly  increasing  number  of  domestic  properties  the  service  has  maintained  the  high  standard  of  previous 
years.  Refuse  disposal  is  by  semi-controlled  tipping  at  the  Council’s  one  refuse  tip  at  Vineyard  Road,  Newport, 
but  for  the  present  economic  situation  sufficient  mechanical  equipment  would  have  been  purchased  during 
the  coming  financial  year  to  fully  control  the  tip. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  88  food  premises  of  all  types,  the  majority  of  which  having  received  at 
least  one  routine  inspection  and  all  of  which  maintain  a  high  standard  of  hygiene.  One  shop  was  found  to  be 
well  below  the  required  standard  and  this  shop  has  since,  on  the  advice  of  this  Department,  been  closed. 
The  requirements  of  the  Department  have  been  met  by  individual  shop  owners  in  all  cases  and  no  legal  action 
has  been  necessary.  Particulars  of  the  types  of  food  premises  are  in  Detail  No.  1. 

The  Newport  Market,  which  is  privately  owned,  has  been  the  subject  of  routine  inspections  throughout 
the  year  and  the  standards  achieved  since  its  remodelling  a  year  or  so  ago  have  been  maintained. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

The  Salop  County  Council  are  the  Authority  responsible  for  sampling  under  these  Acts.  Details  of 
Samples  taken  are  in  Detail  No.  2.  Other  foods  condemned  are  in  Detail  No.  3. 

MEAT  INSPECTION,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKERS’  YARDS 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  Urban  District  though  only  two  have  operated 
regularly  throughout  the  year.  Notifications  of  slaughter  have  been  28  cattle,  684  sheep  and  lambs  and  536 
pigs.  100%  inspection  has  been  carried  out  and  details  of  meat  condemned  are  in  Detail  No.  4.  The  high 
quality  of  animal  used  by  the  local  butchers  is  reflected  in  the  condemnation  figures. 

There  are  no  knackers’  yards. 

HOUSING 

A  total  of  208  new  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year,  77  of  these  being  Council  owned,  this  brings 
the  total  number  of  dwellings  to  1,977  of  which  659  are  Council  houses.  The  population  of  Newport  was 
5,820  as  at  mid-1967.  Four  houses  only  have  been  demolished,  two  of  these  by  the  Council  in  connection  with 
the  Beaumaris  Road  improvement,  and  two  being  demolished  privately.  Two  houses  only,  despite  wide 
publicity,  were  improved  with  Standard  Grant  aid  during  the  year. 

GENERAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 
Pests  and  Vermin 

Rodent  control  is  carried  out  by  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pest  Control  Committee  who  treat  domestic 
premises  free  of  charge,  commercial  premises  on  a  rechargeable  basis  and  also  treat  nine  commercial  and 
industrial  concerns  on  contract  terms. 

Insect  vermin  does  not,  nowadays,  give  much  cause  for  complaint,  there  being  only  two  infestations 
reported  during  the  year,  of  cockroaches  and  ants  respectively,  both  infestations  were  quickly  eliminated. 

Caravans 

There  are  now  only  three  licensed  sites  within  the  Urban  District  involving  five  residential  caravans.  All 
have  satisfactory  services  provided. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  in  Newport  is  almost  entirely  due  to  smoke  from  domestic  dwellings, 
the  small  number  of  industrial  installations  are  all  capable  of  being  operated  smokelessly  and  regular  sur¬ 
veillance  is  kept  on  these  chimneys.  Contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations  are 
rare,  two  or  three  only  being  noted  during  the  year.  Heights  of  chimneys  for  new  boiler  installations  are  fixed 
by  the  Department  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry. 

Pet  Shops  and  Riding  Establishments 

There  are  now  two  pet  shops  in  the  town,  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951.  No  properties  are 
licensed  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  and  there  are  no  riding  establishments. 

Public  Conveniences;  Street  Cleansing 

The  two  sets  of  public  conveniences  in  the  town  centre  have  been  the  target  for  persistent  acts  of  vandalism 
during  the  year,  this  has  involved  expensive  replacement  of  fittings  and  has  impaired  the  efficient  cleansing 
of  the  conveniences  on  occasions.  Despite  these  difficulties  a  satisfactory  standard  is  maintained. 

The  Department  operates  a  street  sweeping  service  on  both  County  and  District  roads.  Once  again  a 
satisfactory  standard  is  maintained  though  absenteeism  among  the  outside  staff  has  strained  this  service  during 
the  winter  months. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  only  two  swimming  pools  in  operation  at  this  time,  these  being  open-air  pools  at  the  Adams 
Grammar  School  and  the  County  Junior  School.  Throughout  the  year,  however,  work  has  progressed  on  the 
construction  of  the  new  £35,000  indoor  pool  being  built  at  Victoria  Park  by  the  Newport  Swimming  Pool 
Trust.  The  pool  was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  will  be  opened  in  the  Spring  of  1968.  This 
new  pool  will  undoubtedly  prove  to  be  a  fine  addition  to  the  amenities  of  the  Urban  District. 
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OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH 
Offices  and  Shops 

It  was  found,  during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  that  little  time  was  available  for  the  implementation 
of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  During  the  last  quarter,  however,  the  registrations  were 
brought  up  to  date,  24  new  premises  being  registered  and  43  of  the  original  registrations  being  deleted.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  130  registered  premises  in  the  Urban  District  and  general  inspections  were 
being  carried  out  at  a  rate  which  should  ensure  that  all  premises  will  have  received  an  initial  inspection  before 
the  end  of  1968.  The  total  number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  during  the  year  was  95. 

Notifications  of  two  accidents  were  received,  these  were  investigated  and  informal  advice  given  to  the 
occupiers  of  the  premises  in  which  they  occurred.  Both  these  accidents  were  of  a  minor  nature. 

Factories  Act 

131  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  to  factory  premises  during  the  year. 


IOOD  HYGIENE 

1 .  Manufacturers  Registered: 

(a)  Bakers 

(b)  Sausage  and  pie  makers 

(c)  Ice-cream  makers 
id)  Others 

2.  Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers 
ib)  Bakers 
(c)  Grocers 
{d)  Fishmongers 

(e)  Greengrocers 

(f)  Wholesale  depots 

( g )  Mobile  shops 
(li)  Ice-cream  sellers 
(/)  Dairies 

(J)  Sweets 

3.  Markets: 

Market  stalls  . .  *  . . 

4.  Caterers: 

(a)  Cafes  and  restaurants 

ib)  Public  Houses,  Hotels  etc 

(c)  Canteens — industrial 

id)  Canteens — school 

(e)  Fish  fryers 

(/)  Clubs  . 

5.  Slaughterhouses: 

6.  Meat  Inspected:  j 

7.  Meat  Condemned  ) 

8.  Poultry  Inspected: 

9.  Other  Foods  Condemned 

10.  Milk: . 


1 1 .  Complaints  re.  Food: 

12.  Prosecutions: 

1 3.  Food  Poisoning  ( cases  notified): 


YEAR  1967 


EETAIL  No.  1 


2 

6 

0 

0 


6 

5 

IS 

3 

6 
1 
1 

20 

2 

4 


1 1 


5 

15 

2  +  2  at  Hospital  and  Audley  House. 
8 

2 

7 

3 


See  detail  No.  4 


0 

See  Detail  No.  3 
See  Detail  No.  2 


1 

0 

1 
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YEAR  1967 


DETAIL  No.  2 


FOOD  SAMPLING— (SALOP  C.C.) 

1.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
(a)  Milk: 

Pasteurized  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurized  . .  8 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  . .  . .  0 

Sterilized  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Bulk  milk  ex-farm  . .  . .  . .  4 

Total  29 


All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


( b )  Other  Food  and  Drugs 

Limmits  Plain  Chocolate  Meal  . .  1 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  . .  . .  . .  1 

Prodexin  Tablets  . .  . .  . .  1 

Mild  Beer  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tea  . 1 

Vita  Cup  Bedtime  Drink  . .  . .  1 

Dairy  Ice-Cream  . .  . .  . .  1 

Saccharin  Tablets  . .  . .  . .  1 

Total  . .  8 


All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  one  bottle  of  Sterilized  Milk  was  found  to  contain  pieces  of  cork. 


2.  Milk  ( Special  Designation )  ( Specified  Area)  Order,  1957 
Pasteurized  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurized  ..  ..  ..  13 

Sterilized  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Total  49 

One  sample  of  pasteurized  milk  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  a  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  dealer  concerned. 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


YEAR  1967 


Meat  at  Retail  Shops 
Other  Foods 
Canned  Meats 


141bs 
8Jlbs. 
17  Jibs. 


Total  39JIbs. 


DETAIL  No.  3 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


DETAIL  No.  4 


Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysterceri 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows  1 

i 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

28 

28 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

684 

684 

0 

34 

536 

536 

0 

21 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

.  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

Cystercerci 

"T 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

•  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

•  •  ,  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers  i 
Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

30 

27 

0 

0 

;  (iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

12 

12 

0 

0 

Total  .. 

44 

39 

0 

» 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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OAKENGATES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE,  1967 

Chairman:  Mr.  C.  S.  Berryman,  J.P. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  J.  N.  Worrall 


Committee: 


Mr.  H.  R.  Bradshaw 
Mr.  C.  Buttery 
Mrs.  L.  I.  Butler 
Mr.  J.  H.  Davies,  J.P. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Davies 
Mr.  H.  R.  Gibbons 


Mr.  L.  Nock,  J.P. 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Scott 
Mr.  D.  N.  G.  Scott 
Mr.  S.  R.  Stoddart 
Mr.  F.  Wood 
Mr.  A.  E.  Worrall 


Mr.  A.  H.  Johnstone,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  derived  from  deep  boreholes  at  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board’s  Hilton  Bank  and 
Sheriffhales  pumping  stations,  which  are  situated  near  the  village  of  SherifYhales.  These  bores  are  sunk  into 
the  Bunter  sandstone  and  the  water  is  abstracted  by  submersible  pumps  which  pump  the  water  to  a  storage 
reservoir  at  Redhill.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  stations  and  regular  weekly  samples  have 
indicated  that  this  source  was  bacteriologically  satisfactory  at  all  times  during  the  year.  The  average  quantity 
pumped  daily  to  Redhill  was  approximately  1,050,000  gallons. 

From  Redhill  reservoir  mains  convey  the  water  direct  to  the  centre  of  Oakengates  and  via  subsidiary 
reservoirs  at  Snedshill  and  Cockshutt  to  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

A  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  built  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £340,000,  to  replace  the  previous  down¬ 
ward  filtration  method  of  disposal,  was  opened  on  Friday  23rd  June,  1967,  by  Councillor  J.  N.  Worrall. 

The  plant  is  designed  to  deal  with  sewage  for  a  population  of  16,000  but  capable,  with  extension  to  cope 
with  a  capacity  of  24,000  population. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  refuse  collection  service  continues  to  give  satisfaction  generally  to  the  residents;  few  criticisms  or 
complaints  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

In  regard  to  refuse  disposal,  the  original  thought  of  mechanisation  of  plant  to  reduce  the  refuse  to  an 
innocuous  matter,  which  was  unsuccessfully  mooted  some  six  years  ago  to  surrounding  authorities,  appears 
to  have  become  a  firm  thought  and  generally  accepted,  that  as  tipping  space  shrinks  so  the  demand  becomes 
a  necessity  for  a  joint  scheme  capable  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  of  a  much  wider  area  within  the  economic 
possibilities  of  those  authorities.  A  working  party  has  been  set  up  to  consider  the  various  means  of  disposal, 
to  be  further  considered  by  the  Local  Authorities  concerned. 


CONSERVANCY  SYSTEM  OF  SEWAGE 

A  determined  effort  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible  the  pail  closets  and  privies  during  the  year  has  been 
made.  Some  improvements  have  been  achieved,  since  the  last  report  14  conversions  have  been  made. 
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SALVAGE 


Salvage  continues  to  be  collected  in  trailers  drawn  behind  the  refuse  vehicles.  This  obviates  the  necessity 
of  dealing  with  paper  at  the  refuse  tip  with  the  consequent  danger  of  fire. 

The  following  table  indicates  quantities  and  value  for  the  year. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  waste  paper 

77 

14 

1 

641 

9 

5 

Cardboard 

104 

0 

1 

1,047 

17 

11 

Newsprint 

83 

15 

1 

753 

17 

6 

265 

9 

3 

2,443 

4 

10  | 

PESTS  AND  VERMIN 

During  the  year  assistance  was  requested  to  eradicate  a  wasps’  nest  in  the  rafters  of  a  dwelling  house. 
Assistance  and  co-operation  was  received  from  the  County  Council.  The  department  does  not  undertake 
the  clearance  of  either  wasps’  or  bees’  nests,  which  is  a  specialist’s  job. 

The  following  table  indicates  measures  of  rodent  control  undertaken  during  the  year: 


1  Number  of  properties  in  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,910 

2  Properties  inspected  following  notification  . .  . .  . .  302 

(a)  Number  infested  by  rats .  165 

l b )  Number  infested  by  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

3  Properties  inspected  for  reasons  other  than  notification  . .  154 

(a)  Number  infested  by  rats  . .  . .  . .  . .  64 

( b )  Number  infested  by  mice  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 


4  Sewers — -the  sewer  system  received  attention 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  following  is  a  list  of  manufacturers,  distributors  and  caterers  in  the  Urban  Area: 


Manufacturers  Registered: 

(a)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  0 

( b )  Sausage  and  pie  makers  . .  5 

(c)  Ice  cream  makers  . .  . .  1 

(d)  Others  . .  . .  . .  0 

Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers  . .  . .  . .  13 

(b)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  11 

(c)  Grocers  . .  . .  . .  69 

(d)  Fishmongers  . .  . .  9 

(e)  Greengrocers  . .  . .  11 

(/)  Market  stalls  . .  . .  8 

(g)  Wholesale  depots  . .  . .  3 

(h)  Mobile  shops  . .  . .  6 

(/)  Ice  cream  sellers  . .  . .  63 

O')  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  6 
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Caterers: 

(a)  Cafes  and  restaurants  . .  7 

( b )  Hotels  and  guest  houses  . .  1 

(c)  Canteens — industrial  ..  10 

(d)  Canteens — school  . .  .  .  5 

( e )  Fish  fryers  . .  . .  . .  8 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  47 


Discussions  have  taken  place  about  reorganising  the  market  and  having  stalls  with  running  hot  and  cold 
water. 


MILK  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Area)  ORDER,  1957 


Samples  Obtained 

Phosphatase 
Test  Passed 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

61 

61 

56 

5 

0 

— 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

10 

10 

8 

.0 

2 

— 

Sterilised 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  .  . 

2 

— 

1 

1 

0 

— 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  (Channel 

Islands)  . . 

4 

— 

4 

0 

0 

— 

78 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  dealers  in  respect  of  the  Methylene  Blue  failures  above. 


Licensed  Houses 

A  complete  survey  of  licensed  properties  was  carried  out,  deviations  were  drawn  to  the  owners’  notice 
and  a  copy  of  the  survey  was  passed  for  information  to  the  Licensing  Justices. 


Food  Condemned 

The  following  table  indicates  the  quantity  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered: 


Tinned  Food 

Frozen  Food 

Fresh  Food 

Meat  and  Fish 

38  tins 

Meat  . . 

551  packs 

Bacon  .  . 

31bs. 

Fruit  .  . 

1 16  tins 

Fish 

590  packs 

Meat  . . 

1471bs. 

Vegetables 

25  tins 

Vegetables 

519  packs 

Milk  . . 

2  tins 

Other  .  . 

148  packs 

Total 

150  lbs. 

Other  . . 

14  tins 

Chickens 

16 

Total 

195  tins 

1,808  packs 

16 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  during  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

There  are  no  slaughtering  establishments  in  the  district.  Local  butchers  purchase  their  requirements 
either  off  the  hook,  at  the  Shrewsbury  or  Wellington  markets,  or  purchase  live  animals  at  the  auction  and  have 
them  slaughtered  at  either  of  these  centres. 
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KNACKERS  YARD 

The  old  established  Knacker’s  Yard  continues  to  function  with  little  or  no  cause  for  complaint.  A  great 
deal  of  structural  work  has  been  completed  to  comply  with  Hygiene  and  Cruelty  Regulations  (1958). 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  or  carcases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Cattle 

553 

Horses  . . 

21 

Donkeys 

3 

Calves 

1,223 

Sheep 

952 

Pigs 

594 

Goats 

1 

Total  . . 

3,347 

MAGGOT  BREEDING 

The  maggot  breeding  factory  continues  to  function  with  the  minimum  of  complaints.  Occasions  have, 
of  course,  arisen  due  to  mechanical  breakdowns,  in  the  main  due  to  electrical  faults  of  the  fans  both  inlet  and 
outlet  in  the  breeding  rooms. 

The  production  of  maggots  is  to  supply  bait  for  fishermen. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  two  establishments  registered  under  the  above  Act;  these  were  well  conducted  and  no  cause 
for  complaint  arose  during  the  year. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

The  one  establishment  within  the  area  is  capable  of  handling  between  40 — 50  dogs;  also  cats. 

Strict  attention  is  paid  to  hygiene,  the  floors  of  the  kennels  being  concrete  with  wooden  beds  and  carpets 
on  top  which  are  disinfected  each  day  and  thoroughly  cleansed  each  week. 

The  plans  for  improving  the  cattery  have  been  put  into  operation  this  year. 

CARAVANS 

Caravans  are  in  the  main  individually  sited  and  conform  to  the  necessary  standards  both  in  services  and 
structure.  Occasions  do  arise  when  the  roaming  sales  people  visit  the  district  but  generally  do  not  give  rise 
to  any  real  difficulties. 

MORTUARY 

At  present  the  mortuary  owned  by  the  Wellington  R.D.C.  is  being  used  increasingly  as  more  people 
are  tending  to  turn  to  cremation.  Whilst  every  care  has  been  taken  in  adaptation,  the  increasing  use  indicates 
the  need  for  a  larger  unit  which  will  enable  better  accommodation  for  post-mortem  facilities.  Discussions 
are  proceeding  for  the  siting  of  the  mortuary  to  serve  a  wider  area,  the  portents  are  that  agreement  could  be 
reached  for  this  provision  to  serve  several  authorities  in  the  East  Shropshire  area. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  in  the  district  which  cause  some  concern  from  their  abuse  by  vandals 
who  do  considerable  damage  with  consequent  expense  in  maintenance.  This  difficulty  is,  of  course,  a  national 
one,  the  solution  of  the  problem  has  yet  to  reach  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  compliance  with  the  Act,  registrations  are  still  not  forthcoming  as 
required.  Adaptations  and  structural  alterations  require  skilled  application  to  attain  a  suitable  compromise 
between  adaptation  and  new  construction.  This  is  a  very  important  piece  of  legislation  to  serve  a  large  section 
of  the  working  population  with  onerous  duties. 
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Table  A 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

18 

4 

Retail  shops 

5 

82 

70 

Wholesale  shops,  etc.  . . 

0 

4 

6 

Catering  establishments 

0 

50 

25 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

1 

1 

Table  B 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises 

160 


Table  C 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

85 

Retail  Shops 

361 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

24 

public  . . 

131 

Canteens 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6 

Total 

609 

Total  males 

193 

Total  females 

416 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Since  modernisation  of  the  Owen  Organisation  Foundries  Ltd.,  some  technical  difficulties  arose  in  the 
water  washing  plant  of  the  cupolas,  arising  out  of  power  cut  failures.  It  is  hoped  that  this  difficulty  will  be 
overcome,  with  the  assistance  of  a  “Fail  Safe”  device  and  the  provision  of  another  device  which  will  not  entirely 
depend  on  electricity. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  Director  Manager,  Mr.  Gaiger,  to  enable  the  best  effluent 
discharge. 
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HOUSING 

This  important  phase  of  the  department’s  activities  has  been  actively  pursued.  It  has  been  possible  to 
progressively  rehouse  from  unfit  dwellings  both  individually  and  in  Clearance  Areas  to  make  available  sites 
for  future  building. 

The  following  table  gives  a  sketch  of  activity  in  this  field: 


Demolition  Orders  served  in  respect  of  unfit  dwellings  . .  . .  42 

Unfit  houses  closed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Unfit  houses  included  in  clearance  areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Individual  unfit  houses  demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Persons  displaced  in  clearance  areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Persons  displaced  in  individual  unfit  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Families  displaced : 

Clearance  Areas  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Individual  unfit  houses  . .  . .  . .  17 

Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  1967 


1 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district 

. .  5,627 

2 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  .  . 

..  1,641 

3 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  . . 

61 

4 

Number  of  houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

39 

5 

Number  of  Unfit  houses  closed 

0 

6 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  owner 

2 

7 

Unfit  houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  17(2) 

0 

Unfit  houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under  Section  48 

0 

8 

Overcrowding: 

(a)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded 

88 

(b)  Number  of  overcrowded  families  rehoused  in  year  . . 

5 

9 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  for  Slum  Clearance  by: 

(. a )  Local  Authority  . . 

20 

ib)  Private  Enterprise 

Number  of  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  for  Slum  Clearance  by: 

0 

(a)  Local  Authority  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .... 

6 

(b)  Private  Enterprise 

0 

10 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  for  other  purposes  by:  . . 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

23 

( b )  Private  Enterprise 

Number  of  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  for  other  purposes  by: 

198 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

7 

( b )  Private  Enterprise 

147 

11 

Number  of  Post-War  houses  erected  from  Ur  April,  1945,  by: 

..  1,436 

(a)  Local  Authority  . . 

( b )  Private  Enterprise 

.  .  2,020 

14 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  the  Housing  List  at  the  end  of  the  year 

600 

15 

Standard  Grants: 

23 

Number  of  dwellings  in  applications  approved  . . 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  .  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority 

44 

23 

3 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises) 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

47 

25 

3 

0 

1 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

j 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

■ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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WELLINGTON  (Salop)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Mrs.  J.  C.  Davidson 

Mr.  T.  H.  Broadhurst  Mrs.  F.  M.  Shaw 

Mr.  E.  A.  E.  Griffiths  Mr.  G.  Swift 

Mr.  R.  M.  Kirby  Mr.  G.  Williams 

Mr.  J.  K.  Addison,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  different  kinds  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Manufacturers  Registered: 


(a) 

Bakers 

2 

(b) 

Sausage  and  pie  makers 

. .’  5 

(c) 

lee  cream  makers 

..  0 

( d ) 

Others 

..  7 

2.  Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers 

(b)  Bakers 

(c)  Grocers  .  . 

(d)  Fishmongers 

(e)  Greengrocers 
(/)  Wholesale  depots 
(g)  Mobile  Shops  . . 
(/?)  Ice  cream  sellers 
(/)  Dairies 


12 

4 

39 

3 

6 

1 

7  based  in  district 
38 

1 


3.  Markets: 


(39  food  stalls) 


4.  Caterers: 

(a)  Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Clubs 

(b)  Hotels  and  Guest  Houses 

( c )  Public  Houses 

(d)  Canteens — Industrial  . . 

(e)  Canteens — Schools 
( /)  Fish  fryers 


21 

18 

27 

6 

13  (including  hospitals) 
4 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  big  risk  is  always  that  cooked  meats  and  cream  confectionery  will  become  contaminated.  These  are 
the  foods  on  which  food  poisoning  bacteria  will  grow  readily.  There  is  far  too  much  unnecessary  handling  of 
this  type  of  food  in  retail  shops  and  in  the  summer  there  is  too  much  of  it  on  display  in  warm  conditions.  These 
of  course  are  not  the  only  faults,  nor  are  cooked  meats  and  cream  confectionery  the  only  foods  which  are  at 
risk.  Lapses  occur  even  in  apparently  well  run  food  businesses.  They  may  be  due  to  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  staff  are  working,  but  even  so  there  is  an  amazing  ignorance  among  some  members  of  the  food 
trade  about  the  products  they  sell.  This  year’s  Silver  Salmonellae  Trophy  should  surely  be  awarded  to  the 
assistant  who  did  not  consider  that  corned  beef  was  a  cooked  meat.  The  runner  up  could  very  well  be  the 
proprietor  of  a  business  who  put  meat  pies  to  cool  in  a  closed  container. 

There  have  been  no  cases  this  year  of  cooked  meat  containing  maggots  being  on  sale  but  this  is  not  saying 
very  much — meat  in  that  condition  can  be  seen  to  be  bad.  Much  worse  is  the  food  which  has  been  contaminated 
by  bacteria  which  cannot  be  seen  but  which  can  yet  cause  serious  illness. 
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Recent  figures  show  an  all  time  low  in  the  number  of  food  poisoning  outbreaks  which  come  to  public 
notice,  but,  make  no  mistake,  the  spectre  of  food  poisoning  still  stalks  the  shopping  centre  and  the  corner  shop. 
Those  who  escape  are  likely  to  be  the  careful  shoppers — the  ones  who  insist  on  the  use  of  tongs,  the  ones  who 
are  suspicious  about  the  age  of  the  food  they  buy,  the  ones  who  notice  dirty  finger  nails  and  general  lack  of 
hygiene  in  the  shop,— the  ones  who  complain — or  is  this  really  so?  Would  it  not  be  more  true  to  say  that  those 
who  notice  these  things  get  things  done  at  the  cost  of  some  trouble  and  embarrassment  to  themselves,  and 
the  others,  the  lilies  of  the  field,  benefit. 

The  complaints  which  are  listed  below  were  all  investigated  during  the  year.  Some  startling  discoveries 
were  made  about  the  age  of  products  which  were  offered  for  sale,  — butter  which  spent  weeks  in  a  warehouse, 
cheese  spread  which  spent  months  on  the  shelves  of  a  “Cash  and  Carry”  wholesaler,  vacuum  packed  bacon 
on  self-service  shelves  which  were  never  cleared. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  that  needs  to  be  done,  but  there  have  been  some  improvements  recently.  More 
perishable  foods  are  being  given  a  printed  date  label  to  indicate  safe  shelf  life.  Most  U.K.  and  some  imported 
butters  have  recently  standardised  their  date  coding  systems  and  although  the  code  is  not  intelligable  to  the 
purchaser,  at  least  the  retailer  has  some  means  of  checking  his  stocks  if  he  wishes  to  do  so. 

Behind  the  scenes  there  is  far  too  little  use  made  of  bacteriacides.  In  these  days,  with  staff  shortages 
and  untrained  staff,  when  very  efficient  bacteriacides  are  available,  it  is  important  that  they  should  be  used 
so  as  to  ensure  that  surface  and  equipment  in  food  preparation  rooms  are  completely  free  from  harmful 
bacteria — bacteria  from  the  nose,  from  pimples  and  from  the  bowel,  which  can  multiply  in  food,  and  on  dirty 
surfaces  and  cause  illness  in  others. 

In  spite  of  the  hair-raising  list  of  complaints  given  below  there  have  been  no  prosecutions.  Many  of  the 
offences  concern  food  which  was  merely  stale.  This  mere  staleness  is  not  strong  enough  evidence  to  support 
a  prosecution.  In  other  cases,  the  evidence  was  weak  in  some  other  respect,  for  example,  the  purchaser  may 
not  have  wanted  to  appear  in  court,  or  the  food  may  have  been  imported  and  proceedings  could  not  be  brought 
against  those  responsible  for  the  offence.  In  those  cases  where  a  prosecution  could  have  been  taken,  the  Public 
Health  Committee  considered  each  case  and  decided  that  a  prosecution  was  not  the  appropriate  action.  All 
cases  were  thoroughly  investigated  and  advice  or  warnings  were  given. 

The  following  complaints  were  made  during  the  year: 

Complaints  re  food  premises: 

Excessive  handling  of  unwrapped  sweets;  unwrapped  cheese  and  unwrapped  bread  on  delivery. 

Open  display  of  unwrapped  bread  in  a  shop. 

Ineffective  washing-up  in  cafe  premises. 

General  dirty  condition  of  food  shop. 

Cat  on  food  premises. 

Use  of  knife  which  had  been  dropped  on  floor. 

Nine  complaints  were  made  about  dirty  conditions  of  the  rear  of  food  premises. 

Complaints  about  stale  food: 

Stale  pre-packed  cheese;  meat  pies;  jam  doughnut;  suasages;  boiling  fowl;  butcher’s  meat;  and  vacuum  packed  bacon. 

Mould  in  cheese  spread;  butter:  marmalade  and  pork  pies. 

Foreign  matter  in  food: 

Dirt  in  block  of  table  jelly  and  in  bread  roll. 

Hair  in  bread  roll. 

Oil  in  canned  cream. 

Wasp  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Fish  bones  in  packet  of  pea-nuts. 

Fuel  oil  in  iced  lollies. 

Length  of  wire  in  battered  fish. 

Foreign  colouring  matter  in  meat  pie. 

Other  food  complaints  investigated: 

Blown  tins  of  fruit  and  of  tomatoes. 

Prunes  containing  mineral  oil. 

Over-ripe  figs. 

Unusually  dark  colour  of  canned  beans. 

Parasitic  worms  in  fish. 

Fly  in  cheese  and  in  a  tin  of  peas. 

Undercooked  chicken  and  undercooked  fish. 

Dead  garden  slug  in  bottle  of  milk. 

Dirty  milk  bottles  (two  separate  complaints). 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  district  is  the  Salop  County  Council.  The  County  Public  Health 
Inspector  therefore  carries  out  sampling  duties.  He  has  provided  the  information  in  the  following  tables  to 
show  what  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  in  the  Wellington  Urban  District  by  Sampling  Officers 
from  his  Department. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

(Samples  are  subjected  to  analysis  to  determine  the  chemical  quality  of  the  milk  including  evidence  of 
adulteration) 


MILK: 

Pasteurised  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled  . .  . .  ' .  .  4 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sterilised  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Bulk  milk  ex  farm  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  6 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  OTHER  THAN  MILK: 

French  Mustard 
Refined  Ground  Nut  Oil 
Gravy  Salt 
Mixed  Vegetables 
Bitter  Beer 
Smoked  Bacon 
Sliced  White  Bread 
Salad  Cream 

Low  Calorie  Orange  Drink 
*Tinned  Tomatoes 

Flour  . 

*  Bread  Roll 


Gelatine 
Fish  Cakes 
Butter 

Tinaderm  Powder 
Haemorex  Ointment 
Vitamin  and  Mineral  Tabsules 
Sliced  Mushrooms  in  Sauce 
Sterilised  Cream 
*Pork  Pie 
*Prunes 
Almonds 


1 

2 
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The  samples  marked  with  an  asterisk  were  submitted  for  analysis  after  having  been  the  subject  of  a 
complaint  by  the  purchaser  in  this  district  and  they  are  included  in  the  list  of  food  complaints  which  I  have 
included  in  my  report. 

All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  pork  pie 
and  the  bread  roll.  In  both  these  cases  the  complainant  did  not  wish  to  be  involved  in  legal  proceedings  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  sent  a  warning  letter  to  the  firms  concerned. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1957 

(Samples  are  examined  for  bacteriological  purity  and  efficient  heat  treatment) 


Samples 
Obtained  - 

Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

90 

90 

0 

82 

3 

5 

0 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

14 

14 

0 

13 

0 

1 

0 

Sterilised  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 1 1 


Warning  letters  were  sent  by  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  in  respect  of  the  Methylene  Blue  failure 
above. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKET  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS,  1966 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1967.  Plans  had  been  made  for  improvements 
to  the  facilities  at  the  premises  of  the  Wellington  Markets  Company  Limited,  but  these  have  now  been  shelved 
until  the  plans  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  town  centre  as  a  whole  have  been  made  known. 


PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

(Owned  jointly  by  Wellington  R.D.  and  Wellington  U.D.  Councils  and  leased  to  the  Shropshire  Fatstock 
Society  Limited). 

The  slaughterhouse  at  Spring  Hill  is  not  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  Shropshire.  It  was  built  as  a  stop¬ 
gap  measure  and  as  a  basic  unit  which  could  be  enlarged.  It  conforms  to  the  minimum  statutory  requirements 
but  there  are  no  tiled  refinements  and  there  is  a  lot  of  exposed  steelwork  which  means  that  cleaning  and  main¬ 
tenance  are  more  difficult  than  in  a  modern  building.  There  is  floor  bleeding  and  dressing  for  cattle  and  no 
separate  pig  slaughterhall.  There  is  no  chill-room  or  covered  loading  bay  or  a  separate  room  which  the  meat 
inspector  can  use;  in  addition  the  cooling-hall  is  proving  to  be  too  small  for  the  business  which  is  now  carried 
on  there. 

These  are  matters  which  the  Joint  Committee  will  have  in  mind  when  the  proposal  to  build  a  large  public 
slaughterhouse  is  reviewed  in  1968  after  having  been  shelved  for  three  years. 


Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Knackers’  yards  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Persons  licensed  to  slaughter  horses  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  0 

Licensed  slaughtermen  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  through-put  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  over  that  of  1966.  This  is 
part  of  a  trend,  although  the  bulk  of  the  increase  has  been  caused  by  restrictions  on  the  movement  of  livestock 
due  to  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  outbreak. 

The  operators  of  the  slaughterhouse  have  been  offering  a  “casualty  service”  to  farmers  in  the  district. 
This  has  meant  an  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  emergency  reasons  and  it  has  produced 
a  larger  number  of  whole  carcases  condemned  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis. 

“Casualty  animals”  bring  with  them  problems  for  the  meat  inspector.  Dead  or  moribund  animals  are 
not  admitted  to  the  slaughterhouse  nor  are  animals  which  show  clear  symptoms  of  serious  febrile  or  septi- 
caemic  condition.  Animals  suffering  from  one  of  the  Notifiable  Animal  Diseases  such  as  anthrax,  foot  and 
mouth  disease  or  swine  fever  cannot  be  admitted.  Admittance  cannot  be  refused  to  other  sick  animals,  but  they 
are  laired  separately  from  other  animals  and  slaughtered  at  a  different  time  so  that  the  slaughterhouse  and 
lairage  can  be  disinfected  adequately  if  necessary. 

Unless  the  animal  has  been  under  treatment  by  a  veterinary  surgeon — in  which  case  he  is  required  to  send 
an  accompanying  certificate — the  meat  inspector  is  often  unable  to  elicit  any  reliable  information  about  the 
animal’s  clinical  history.  The  judgement  of  cases  slaughtered  for  emergency  reasons  is  the  meat  inspector’s 
most  exacting  task.  He  invariably  detains  the  carcase  for  at  least  24  hours  to  make  a  further  judgement  after 
it  has  set  and  samples  are  sent  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Shrewsbury  whenever 
necessary.  No  meat  is  released  for  human  consumption  unless  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  its  suitability. 

Animals  which  are  brought  to  the  slaughterhouse  for  emergency  slaughter  because  of  injuries  are 
slaughtered  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  minimise  suffering. 


34 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  of  Animals  killed  and  Inspected  during  1967 

705 

72 

43 

2,449 

3,465 

0 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cisticerci 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

0 

6 

7 

14 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned 

173 

12 

0 

223 

564 

0 

Percentage  affected  . . 

24.8 

16.7 

15.7 

9.3 

16.7 

0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

38 

0 

Percentage  affected 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1.0 

0 

Cisticerci  Bo  vis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and  totally  condemend 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

A  system  of  inspection  of  suspect  carcases  was  carried  out  at  the  one  small  poultry  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  until  February,  1967  when  the  premises  were  closed. 


CONDEMNED  MEAT 

Meat  at  the  public  slaughterhouse  which  is  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  can  only  be 
removed  by  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  Regulations.  In 
addition  it  is  stained  green.  This  meat  must  not  be  sold  by  retail  unless  it  has  been  sterilised. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  for  all  conditions  during  the  year  was  3  tons  1  cwt.  8  lbs.  The  weight 
of  other  condemned  food  was  1 1  cwts.  33  lbs. 


PET  MEAT 

Meat  from  knackers’  yards  is  often  sold  as  pet  meat  without  being  sterilised.  In  my  opinion  this  meat  is 
unfit  for  pets  to  eat.  It  is  certainly  unwise  to  introduce  such  meat  into  the  domestic  kitchen  where  food  for 
the  family  is  prepared. 

If  there  is  much  green  stain  on  the  pet  meat  which  they  buy,  customers  tend  to  grumble  about  it  to  the 
retailers.  The  green  stain  is  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  It  is  the  only  indication  that  the  meat 
is  unfit  for  human  consumption.  It  is  a  hopelessly  inadequate  precaution  with  meat  which,  in  my  opinion, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  sold  without  complete  sterilisation. 

WATER 

Under  the  Public  Health  Officer’s  Regulations,  one  of  the  duties  of  a  Public  Health  Inspector  is  to  report 
to  the  local  authority  any  contamination  of  water  which  is  intended  to  be  used  for  domestic  purposes.  During 
the  year  thirteen  complaints  about  water  supply  were  made  by  members  of  the  public  to  the  Health  Department. 
Contamination  of  water  in  two  of  these  complaints  was  found  to  originate  from  the  consumer’s  premises. 
The  remainder  were  passed  to  the  Engineer  of  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  for  investigation.  They 
were  mostly  concerned  with  discolouration  and  sediment  from  the  mains. 

One  complaint  was  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  by  a  Councillor.  This  complaint  related  to 
the  length  of  main  which  serves  Christine  Avenue  and  Golf  Links  Lane  which  was  particularly  bad.  The  Water 
Board  eventually  scraped  the  pipes  and  provided  additional  access  points.  Since  this  has  been  done  there 
have  been  no  further  complaints. 

Fifty-six  samples  have  been  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  and  two  samples  for  chemical  examin¬ 
ation.  All  the  reports  are  satisfactory. 
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REPORT  ON  SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  FOR  1967 


Wellington  Public  Baths —  No.  of  samples  taken  69,  (representing  34  visits) 

No.  unsatisfactory  19  (13  occasions) 

The  remaining  50  samples  were  satisfactory  in  that  the  proportion  of  samples  with  a  plate  count  above 
10  was  less  than  the  permitteed  25%. 

From  13th  September,  1967.  until  the  baths  closed  in  December,  12  samples  were  taken;  all  of  them 
were  satisfactory. 

There  are  four  other  pools  in  the  district  from  which  water  is  sampled  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Three  of  these  pools  are  private.  All  of  them  are  used  intermittently.  Because  of  this,  fewer  samples  could  be 
taken,  and  an  insufficient  number  was  taken  from  each  pool  for  a  reliable  overall  picture  to  be  given,  although 
the  results  obtained  were  used  as  a  guide  in  the  operation  of  the  purification  equipment. 

The  pools  referred  to  are  the  Bowring  Paddling  Pool  and  those  at  The  Old  Hall  School,  Wrekin  College, 
and  the  Vineyard  Children's  Home. 


CLEAN  AIR 

Local  Authorities  have  been  asked  to  restrict,  even  to  cut  back,  on  services  wherever  possible,  and  even 
a  small  expenditure  on  smoke  control  would  have  been  unacceptable.  The  Council  therefore  decided  to  put  off 
again  the  proposal  which  would  have  made  a  further  smoke  control  area  and  also  a  smoke  control  programme 
to  cover  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  over  the  next  ten  years. 

In  normal  times,  smoke  control  has  the  whole  hearted  backing  of  the  Government  and  on  economic 
grounds  the  case  for  smoke  control  is  overwhelming. 


HOUSING 

Statutory  action  intended  to  secure  the  demolition  of  unfit  property  was  taken  by  the  Council  in  respect 
of  the  following: 


107 — 451  Regent  Street.  C.P.O. 

31 — 39  Regent  Street.  Clearance  Order 
128 — 1 32  Haygate  Road.  Clearance  Order 
Individual  demolition  orders 


19  unfit  houses 

4  others 

5  houses 
3  houses 
5  houses 


Total  number  of  houses  . . 
Number  of  families  affected 
Number  of  persons  affected 


36 

31 

135 


The  Council  has  not  built  any  new  houses  since  1963,  but  plans  are  now  being  made  for  the  construction 
of  53  flats  on  the  site  of  the  clearance  area  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  St.  John  Street  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  the  group  dwelling  scheme  at  West  Road  was  about  to  be  commenced.  This  latter  scheme  will 
comprise  20  old  persons'  bungalows,  communal  room  and  warden’s  quarters.  The  number  of  applicants  on 
the  Council's  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  256;  during  the  year  92  new  lettings  (not  exchanges)  of 
council  houses  were  made. 

Private  building  has  continued  through  the  year  on  sites  in  all  parts  of  the  town  but  mostly  in  the  north¬ 
west.  Fewer  houses  were  built  in  1967  than  in  previous  years,  (98  as  compared  with  216  in  1966,  and  an 
average  of  140  in  the  previous  five  years).  This  was  probably  due  to  the  withholding  of  planning  permission 
in  respect  of  several  housing  schemes  on  the  grounds  that  building  was  out-stripping  the  capacity  of  the 
sewage  works.  This  restriction  was  removed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Improvement  Grants 

There  were  no  discretionary  grants  and  only  three  standard  grants  made  during  the  year.  The  Council 
completed  the  improvements  to  the  remaining  32  council  houses  of  the  original  140  which  were  sub-standard. 
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OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

The  1967  Annual  Report  for  the  Ministry  of  Labour  on  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  is  as  follows: 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  given 
an  initial 
inspection 

Number 

registered 

! 

Number  of 
employees  at 
registered 
premises 

Offices 

14 

96 

517 

Retail  Shops . 

56 

147 

805 

Wholesale  Shops  and  warehouses 

3 

21 

95 

Catering  Establishments  and  Canteens 

8 

32 

278 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . . 

0 

2 

2 

Total  . . 

81 

299 

1,694 

No.  of  premises  which  have  been  given  an  initial  inspection  to  date — 184 


Contraventions  (81  premises) 

Total  for  year 

Cleaning  (mostly  decoration) 

6 

Overcrowding  . . 

0 

Inadequate  heating 

5 

No  thermometer 

7 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

Inadequate  lighting 

7 

Unsatisfactory  flooring 

9 

Openings  in  floors  not  fenced 

4 

Seating  unsatisfactory 

2 

Dangerous  machinery 

7 

Unsatisfactory  stairs  and  passages  . . 

7 

No  first  aid  outfit 

6 

No  provision  for  taking  meals  (shops  only) 

2 

No  Abstract  of  Act  (for  information  of  employees) 

10 

No  suitable  drinking  water  . . 

0 

No  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing  . . 

3 

Washing  facilities  inadequate 

5 

Sanitary  accommodation  inadequate 

2 

Total  contraventions 

82 

Number  of  accidents  reported 

6 

In  five  cases  the  fault  seems  to  have  been  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  employee.  In  one  case,  a  fall 
downstairs  could  have  been  caused  by  badly  maintained  stairtreads  and  an  inadequate  handrail. 

Incident  involving  dangerous  electrical  equipment 

A  four  year  old  child  received  an  electric  shock  which  might  have  been  much  more  serious.  The  child 
was  with  its  mother  who  was  shopping  in  a  walk-round  store.  On  the  electrical  counter  there  was  a  device 
which  enabled  the  sales  assistant  to  test  the  electric  light  bulbs  prior  to  sale.  The  socket  into  which  each  bulb 
had  to  be  fitted  for  testing  was  not  normally  live,  and  a  bulb  could  only  be  tested  by  the  operative  pressing 
two  push  buttons,  one  on  each  side  of  the  testing  device.  These  buttons  operated  a  cut-out  switch  on  each  of 
the  wires  leading  to  the  socket.  This  ensured  that  at  all  times  when  it  was  not  being  operated,  the  socket  would 
be  cut  off  from  the  electricity  supply.  On  the  occasion  in  question  wear  had  caused  the  safety  cut-out  switches 
(operated  by  the  buttons)  to  fail,  and  the  socket  was  alive  at  all  times.  The  child  put  his  finger  into  the 
socket  and  received  a  shock  which,  fortunately,  was  only  enough  to  give  him  a  severe  fright.  The  machine 
should  have  been  designed  so  as  to  ensure  that  any  fault  which  might  develop  would  cause  the  electricity 
supply  to  be  cut  off. 
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A  more  startling  discovery  was  made  in  follow-up  enquiries  at  other  shops  where  electric  light  bulbs  were 
on  sale.  In  almost  every  case,  live  sockets  were  used  with  no  safety  device  at  all.  In  several  instances  they 
were  in  positions  which  were  accessible  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  employees  who  might  accidentally  have  come 
into  contact  with  the  live  connections. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

i 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

2 

2 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority . . 

79 

7 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises) . 

13 

13 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

94 

22 

0 

0 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  de  fects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

;  r, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  refuse  tip  has  been  kept  free  from  nuisance  and  the  refuse  collection  service  has  operated  smoothly 
and  efficiently  under  the  direction  of  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  D.  Draper,  who  has  provided 
the  following  report. 

“A  weekly  back-door  collection  is  being  maintained,  and  the  introduction  of  an  incentive-based  work 
study  scheme  in  1958  has  enabled  the  authority  to  engage  and  retain  a  young  and  active  band  of  employees. 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  work  study,  2  vehicles  with  9  men  emptied  4,705  bins  weekly.  The  same 
number  of  vehicles  and  men  are  still  employed  and  their  output  has  increased  to  6,680  bins  at  a  weekly  saving 
of  32  man  hours.  This  represents  an  increase  in  productivity  (output  per  man-hour)  of  almost  54%. 

Where  shop  or  trade  premises  require  a  twice  weekly  collection,  the  extra  collection  is  provided  at  a 
charge  of  1/-  per  bin.  Several  food  shops  having  no  means  of  rear  access  are  supplied  with  paper  sacks  to 
avoid  refuse  bins  being  carried  through  the  food  premises. 

The  Council  have,  for  many  years,  operated  a  Municipal  Bin  Scheme  whereby  dustbins  are  rented  to 
ratepayers  at  an  annual  charge  on  the  rates  of  the  premises  of  7/6d.  per  bin.  The  number  of  private  house¬ 
holders  taking  advantage  of  this  scheme  has  now  reached  40%. 
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Refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  has  continued  at  Ketley  Sands  since  about  1924.  There  is  every 
likelihood  that  the  A442  diversion  will  cross  the  tip  site  and  this  would  curtail  or  severely  restrict  further 
tipping  operations.  There  is  only  a  limited  capacity  available  for  further  tipping,  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  extend  the  tip  life  for  at  least  a  further  five  years  by  which  time  it  is  hoped  that  a  joint  refuse  disposal 
plant  for  authorities  in  this  area  may  be  established.  Meetings  have  taken  place  between  technical  officers  of 
the  authorities  concerned,  and  recommendations  have  been  formulated  for  an  early  meeting  of  the  Joint 
Committee  set  up  by  the  authorities. 

A  tip  attendant  equipped  with  a  Bristol  Taurus  tractor  is  responsible  for  the  operation  and  running  of 
the  Ketley  Tip.  The  following  approximate  tonnages  of  refuse  are  handled  annually: 

House  refuse  and  trade  refuse  collected  by  the  authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,410  tons 

Trade,  commercial  and  industrial  refuse  delivered  direct  by  traders  . .  . .  2,500  tons 

Total  . .  7,910  tons 


The  net  expenditure  on  refuse  disposal  is  approximately  £2,500  per  annum,  representing  a  net  cost  per 
ton  of  6/4d. 

In  addition,  salvage,  comprising  fibreboard,  newspaper  and  mixed  waste  is  recovered  and  baled  for  sale 
to  the  Board  Mills.  The  annual  tonnage  at  present  baled  is  in  the  region  of  520  tons,  and  this  produces  an 
income  of  approximately  £5,000.” 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Mr.  D.  Draper,  The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  provided  the  following  information. 

“The  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  are  at  present  adequate.  Following  the  completion  of  additional 
improvements  at  Admaston  Sewage  Disposal  Works  there  is  now  spare  capacity  in  the  region  of  100,000 
gallons  per  day.  This  should  suffice  to  meet  the  anticipated  flow  from  additional  private  and  Council  develop¬ 
ment  during  the  next  5  years.  By  this  time  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  joint  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Rush- 
moor  will  be  in  operation. 

The  culverting  of  the  Brooklands  Estate  water  course  is  at  present  in  hand. 

Dependent  upon  future  overspill  proposals  sewerage  systems  will  need  to  be  provided  in  the  under¬ 
mentioned  areas  if  further  development  proceeds: 

(i)  Land  to  the  east  of  Orleton  Park  ; 

(ii)  Land  between  Brooklands  Estate  and  Admaston; 

(iii)  Dothill  Estate  northern  portion; 

(iv)  Land  at  Apley  Castle  Estate 

The  following  Agricultural  premises  are  connected  to  the  public  sewers: 

(i)  Bebb’s  Farm,  Haygate  Road 

(ii)  Wellington  Smithfield  Market 

Arrangements  for  emptying  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  the  area  are  based  upon  requests  from  the  indi¬ 
vidual  owners.  The  number  of  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  can  almost  be  counted  on  one  hand. 
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SHIFNAL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Mr.  E.  T.  Wilkes 


Mr.  S.  G.  Billingsley 
Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Cherrington 
Mr.  N.  E.  Dyke 
Mr.  T.  Morris 
Mr.  J.  L.  Owen 


Mr.  A.  C.  Powner 
Mr.  A.  L.  Shilton 
Mr.  W.  R.  Turnock 
Mr.  E.  C.  J.  Whittingham 
Mr.  K.  Worthington 


Mr.  N.  Peel,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports: 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  and  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  provide 
supplies  in  the  district  and  there  are  now  only  a  few  properties  without  public  mains  supply. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  has  been  wholesome  and  sufficient  at  all  times. 

The  results  of  samples  are  given  below — where  a  sample  is  unsatisfactory  immediate  steps  are  taken  to 
warn  occupiers  and  the  necessary  follow-up  action  is  taken. 

As  a  result  of  unsatisfactory  samples  from  a  private  mains  supply  serving  eleven  rural  properties  a 
supply  from  Wolverhampton  Corporation  was  provided.  Because  of  reluctance  to  connect  to  this,  legal 
proceedings  were  authorised  by  the  Council  but  these  were  not  necessary  as  eventually  all  premises  were  con¬ 
nected. 


Number  of  Bacteriological  samples  from 


1. 

Public  Mains  supplies 

. .  Satisfactory 

22 

Unsatisfactory 

0 

2. 

Private  Mains  supplies 

. .  Satisfactory 

14 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

3. 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc 

. .  Satisfactory 

10 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

No  water  supply  in  the  district  was  found  to  be  liable  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  replacing  dustbins  with  paper  sacks  is  progressing  satisfactorily  and  no  serious 
disadvantages  have  been  experienced.  Over  800  premises  are  now  benefiting  from  this  system  and  a  similar 
number  will  be  equipped  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  paper  sack  system  has  been  well  received  by  householders  and  also  the  refuse  collectors. 

A  point  worth  mentioning  about  the  Council’s  scheme  is  that  no  guarded  sack  units  have  yet  been  pro¬ 
vided  and  no  troubles  or  nuisances  have  been  experienced  during  the  past  two  years.  The  cost  of  implementing 
such  a  scheme  is,  of  course,  considerably  less  than  those  adopted  by  many  other  Authorities. 

The  tip  has  been  kept  in  first  class  condition  with  the  aid  of  the  bulldozer  and  controlled  tipping  is  being 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recommendations.  The  use  of  mechanical  aids  tends  to  be 
expensive  but  proper  tipping  calls  for  proper  equipment. 

The  amount  of  land  available  for  tipping  is,  of  course,  being  gradually  reduced  and  it  is  hoped  that 
further  adjacent  land  will  become  available.  The  completed  parts  of  the  tip  could  be  bought  back  into  agri¬ 
cultural  use. 


40 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


1 .  Manufacturers  Registered 


(a)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  Sausage  and  pie  makers  . .  7 

(c)  Ice  cream  makers  . .  . .  0 

id)  Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

2.  Distributors: 

(a)  Butchers  . .  . .  . .  10 

(b)  Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(c)  Grocers  . .  . .  . .  22 

(d)  Fishmongers  . .  . .  . .  3 

ie)  Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  6 

(/)  Wholesale  Depots  . .  . .  0 

(g)  Mobile  Shops  . .  . .  .  .  5 

(h)  Ice  cream  sellers  . .  . .  30 

(/)  Diaries  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


3.  Markets: 

There  are  no  markets  within  the  district. 

4.  Caterers: 


(a)  Cafes,  restaurants  and  Clubs  7 

(b)  Hotels  and  guest  houses  . .  11 

(c)  Public  houses  . .  . .  . .  23 

(d)  Canteens — industrial  . .  . .  0 

ie)  Canteens — school  . .  . .  5 

(/)  Fish  fryers  . .  . .  . .  3 


5.  Slaughterhouses: 

There  is  now  only  one  small  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  and  some  improvements  have 
been  made  during  the  year. 

6.  Meat  Inspected: 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals  inspected  during  the  year  and  it  has  been) 
possible  to  obtain  a  100%  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouse. 


Number  inspected 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Sows 

404 

I 

60 

2,755 

349 

32 

7.  Meat  Condemned: 


Condemned  Carcases,  Parts  or  Organs 

Diseases  other  than  T.B.  or  Cysticercosis 

Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

Cattle 

Calves 

SheepjLambs 

Pigs 

Sows 

Pigs 

Sows 

Cattle 

115 

1 

2 

24 

32 

1 

4 

2 

3 

8.  Poultry  Inspection: 

There  is  no  systematic  inspection  of  poultry  in  the  district  but  legislation  may  soon  make  this  service 
obligatory. 
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9.  Other  Foods  condemned: 

Generally  this  is  not  a  serious  problem  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  70  lbs  of  miscellaneous  food 
was  condemned  as  a  result  of  routine  visits  to  food  premises  in  the  district.  This  food  was  disposed  of  by  the 
Council. 

10.  Milk: 

63  samples  of  milk  from  this  district  were  taken  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector  for  analysis 
under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955  and  these  samples  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

64  samples  of  milk  were  also  taken  for  examination  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified 
Area)  Order,  1957,  and  only  one  of  these  was  unsatisfactory,  failing  the  methylene  blue  test,  resulting  in  a 
warning  letter  being  sent. 

1 1 .  Complaints  about  Food  : 

There  appears  to  be  an  increased  awareness  amongst  the  public  about  the  necessity  for  food  hygiene 
and  the  soundness  of  food  offered  for  sale  in  the  shops.  All  complaints  are  speedily  followed  up  as  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  encourage  the  public  in  this  activity. 

A  complaint  was  received  about  teething  rusks  found  to  be  contaminated  with  spider  beetles  and  larvae. 
This  case  was  referred  to  the  Salop  County  Council  who  instituted,  and  were  successful,  in  legal  proceedings 
against  the  firm.  The  shop  premises  were  found  to  have  become  so  unsatisfactory  that  the  management  were 
persuaded  to  close  them  forthwith  and  a  modernisation  scheme  was  put  in  hand  immediately — a  satisfactory 
outcome  brought  about  by  co-operation  between  both  parties. 

12.  Food  Poisoning  : 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

To  emphasise  the  importance  of  food  hygiene  and  cleanly  practices  nearly  4,000  leaflets  published  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Plealth  Education  on  food  hygiene  were  distributed  to  households  throughout  the 
district  by  the  Council. 

HOUSING 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  built  in  the  district  has  continued  steadily  throughout  the  year 
and  has  followed  the  trend  of  the  previous  5  years.  A  total  of  123  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the 
year  including  32  council  houses,  whilst  6  houses  were  demolished  under  the  Housing  Acts  as  individual 
unfit  houses.  2  Discretionary  Grants  have  been  given  and  13  Standard  Grants.  A  survey  of  certain  groups 
of  houses  was  started  with  a  view  to  declaring  improvement  areas. 

GENERAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

(a)  Nuisances  : 

It  was  necessary  to  obtain  Council  approval  for  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  on  two  occasions  during 
the  year.  Informal  action  has  been  taken  on  many  occasions  following  the  receipt  of  complaints  but  normally 
the  person  responsible  has  responded  to  an  informal  approach. 

(b)  Control  of  Pests  and  Vermin  : 

The  Council  participates  in  the  North  East  Salop  Joint  Pests  Committee  and  the  services  of  a  Rodent 
Operative  have  been  available  at  short  notice. 

The  contract  system  continues  to  work  well  and  it  is  hoped  to  expand  this  service  during  the  following 

year. 

(c)  Caravans  and  Camping  Sites  : 

Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  on  a  number  of  occasions  against  owners  of  land  which  was  being 
used  for  the  parking  of  caravans.  It  was  not  necessary,  however,  to  resort  to  the  Courts  as  a  means  of  removal 
and  all  the  offending  caravans  were  removed  fairly  promptly.  This  approach  to  the  problem  does  appear  to  be 
somewhat  negative  but  until  proper  sites  are  provided,  preferably  by  local  Authorities,  there  seems  to  be  no 
alternative. 

A  private  site  in  the  district  to  house  30  caravans  is  being  developed  to  a  high  standard,  but  more  than 
likely  it  will  not  cater  for  local  needs. 
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It  is  apparent  that  there  is  a  need  for  a  municipal  caravan  site  and  the  Council  is  still  trying  to  provide 
a  solution  to  this  difficult  problem  despite  the  setback  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report. 

(d)  Pel  Shops  and  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  : 

There  was  only  one  registered  Pet  Shop  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  three  licences  were  issued  for 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments.  All  registerd  premises  have  been  visited  twice  during  the  year  and  no 
cause  for  complaint  was  noticed  at  any  time. 

(e)  Public  Lavatories  : 

The  Public  Lavatories  in  Church  Street,  Shifnal,  have  again  received  more  than  their  fare  share  of 
damage  but  they  are  maintained  as  well  as  possible  whilst  the  Council  looks  for  another  site  in  the  town 
centre. 

Albrighton  is  still  without  any  public  conveniences  but  it  would  appear  that  this  long  search  is  nearly 
at  an  end  and  by  next  year  there  may  be  suitable  facilities  in  the  village. 

(/)  Street  Cleansing  : 

The  problem  of  litter  in  the  urban  centres  became  so  acute  that  the  Council,  with  the  agreement  of  the 
Salop  County  Council,  decided  to  take  over  all  street  cleansing  duties.  A  suction  sweeper  was  purchased  and 
all  urban  roads  are  swept  on  a  weekly  basis.  Since  the  introduction  of  this  service  there  has  been  a  rapid 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  streets  and  footpaths.  This  has  been  much  appreciated  by  members  of 
the  public  and  1  think  there  is  now  an  increased  awareness  of  the  litter  problem. 

To  supplement  this  service  large  numbers  of  litter  bins  are  being  erected  and  during  the  year  anti-litter 
posters  were  well  distributed  throughout  the  district. 

(g)  Swimming  Baths  : 

There  are  two  County  Council  owned  swimming  pools  situated  at  schools  in  Albrighton  and  Shifnal 
but  these  are  made  available  to  outside  organisations  in  the  evenings.  Samples  have  been  taken  throughout 
the  swimming  season,  some  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  it  would  appear  that  there  may  be  a 
danger  of  these  pools  being  over  used  and  extreme  care  and  control  will  have  to  be  exercised  in  the  future. 

(h)  Sewerage  : 

The  re-sewering  of  the  town  of  Shifnal  is  now  virtually  complete.  Further  sections  will  be  renewed  when 
the  sewage  works  are  extended. 

Both  major  works  have  continued  to  function  fairly  well  throughout  the  year  despite  overloaded  con¬ 
ditions. 

One  major  change  which  has  taken  place  during  the  year  was  the  removal  of  sewage  sludge  by  tanker  to 
Wolverhampton  Corporation’s  sewage  works.  This  procedure  has,  so  far,  worked  extremely  well.  The  heavy 
and  unpleasant  work  associated  with  sludge  removal  has  been  eliminated  but  most  important  of  all  the 
problem  of  sludge  disposal  has  been  solved. 

OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH 

(a)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  registered  premises  were  as  follows  : 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

1 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

4 

27 

3 

Retail  Shops 

9 

68 

11 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 

0 

0 

0 

Catering  establishments,  etc.  . 

4 

24 

6 

Fuel  Storage  depots  .... 

0 

1 

0 

Totals  . 

17 

120 

20 

1 
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Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds,  etc:  48 


ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

122 

Retail  Shops  . . 

181 

Wholesale  departments 

0 

Catering  Establishments 

86 

Canteens 

0 

Fuel  Storage  Depots. . 

4 

Total 

393 

Total  Males 

136 

Total  Females  . . 

257 

| 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

4 

0 

0 

0 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

10 

o 

0 

0 

(iii) 

, 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

19 

0 

0 

0 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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WELLINGTON  (Salop)  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  :  Mr.  J.  D.  Craddock 
Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones 


Mr.  W.  Beech 
Mr.  R.  N.  Bennett 
Mr.  T.  Broth  wood 
Mr.  L.  Bullock  (ex-officio) 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Chappell 
Mrs.  G.  Cordingley 
Mr.  J.  V.  Dakin 
Mr.  H.  W.  Draper 
Mr.  J.  P.  Ford 
Mr.  E.  L.  Goodyear 
Mr.  S.  W.  Gough 
Mr.  H.  E.  Holder 
Mr.  G.  H.  Hollis 
Mrs.  G.  P.  E.  Ibbotson 


Mr.  I.  Jones,  J.P.  (ex-officio) 

Mr.  J.  J.  Jones 

Mr.  J.  E.  Kay 

Mr.  W.  H.  S.  Lander 

Mr.  J.  E.  Mansell 

Mr.  R.  G.  Marsh 

Mr.  T.  W.  Milner 

Mr.  O.  B.  Morgan 

Mr.  D.  W.  Neilson,  C.B.E. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ridgway 

Mr.  T.  D.  Roberts 

Mr.  J.  B.  Stevens 

Mr.  A.  B.  Timmins 

Mr.  G.  E.  Whyle,  J.P.,  C.C. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Woolley 


Mr.  H.  Wall,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports  : 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  considerable  thought  has  been  given  to  future  arrangements  for  refuse  disposal  in  the 
area.  The  Rural  District  Council  together  with  Wellington  Urban  District  Council,  Oakengates  Urban 
District  Council,  Dawley  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Dawley  Development  Corporation  agreed  to  set 
up  a  working  party  to  go  more  fully  into  this  matter.  The  working  party  has  met  on  a  number  of  occasions 
and  has  also  visited  various  types  of  refuse  disposal  plants  in  the  Midlands,  and  it  was  anticipated  by  the  end 
of  the  year  that  a  report  would  be  shortly  submitted  to  the  authorities  for  consideration. 

As  far  as  this  Council  is  concerned,  it  was  agreed  to  close  the  tip  which  has  been  in  use  for  approxim  ately 
eighteen  years  and  negotiate  with  the  National  Coal  Board  for  a  new  site  for  the  tipping  of  refuse.  Agreement 
was  also  reached  with  the  Oakengates  Urban  District  Council  to  accept  and  dispose  of  refuse  from  the  area  of 
that  Council  at  the  new  site. 

The  collection  of  refuse  in  the  area  is  working  satisfactorily  and  very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  although  from  October  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  routine  collection  from  many  of  the  farm  premises 
in  the  area  had  to  be  suspended  because  of  the  epidemic  of  foot  and  mouth  disease.  A  new  refuse  vehicle  was 
purchased  during  the  year  for  the  emptying  of  bulk  containers  which  are  to  be  provided  at  the  multi-storey 
flats  in  the  district,  and  also  at  the  Central  Ordnance  Depot.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  further  vehicle  will  be 
obtained  during  the  coming  year,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  will  be  of  a  large  capacity  with  continuous  feed  with 
a  view  to  saving  time  during  collection  and  disposal. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  embark  on  a  pilot  scheme  for  installing  paper  sacks  for  storage  of  refuse,  and 
it  was  decided  that  approximately  800  houses  on  the  Donnington  estate  should  be  used  in  the  scheme.  The 
extension  of  this  form  of  storage  will  be  dependent  on  the  results  obtained  from  this  scheme. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Further  extensions  to  the  water  mains  have  been  carried  out  by  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  in  the 
Cold  Hatton  and  Ellerdine  areas,  where  a  shortage  of  water  has  been  experienced  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  when  properties  served  by  the  mains  have  been  connected  up,  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  reduce  the  demands 
on  the  water  delivery  service. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


No  further  progress  has  been  made  on  the  provision  of  the  major  works  at  Allscott  to  deal  with  the 
flow  from  Hadley  and  Ketley  and  the  Wellington  Urban  District.  While  the  Ministry  has  accepted  the  scheme 
in  principle,  the  Councils  have  been  requested  to  consider  the  scheme  in  the  light  of  possible  New  Town 
Development  in  the  area,  and  with  the  ultimate  discharge  of  the  flows  from  Oakengates  and  Donnington 
to  the  proposed  works.  This  has  raised  considerable  complications  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  and  it  is 
difficult  at  the  moment  to  see  a  solution  to  these  problems,  and  in  consequence  it  would  appear  to  be  anyone’s 
guess  when  this  scheme  will  get  off  the  ground.  In  the  meantime,  the  disposal  works  at  Hadley  continues  to 
be  a  most  depressing  site  with  little  hope  of  any  noticeable  improvement. 

The  scheme  for  Tibberton  and  Cherrington  and  extensions  of  the  Edgmond  Sewage  Disposal  works 
have  been  agreed  in  principle,  but  certain  amendments  to  the  plans  are  required  before  tender  stage  is  reached. 

The  Sambrook  Sewerage  Scheme  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  is  making  good  progress.  Most 
of  the  sewers  had  been  laid  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  a  commencement  made  on  the  construction  of  the 
Disposal  Works.  During  the  course  of  this  Contract,  it  was  found  that  the  existing  combined  sewer  for  the 
village  was  in  an  extremely  bad  condition,  and  had  to  be  replaced. 

With  a  view  to  providing  modern  sanitation  to  remote  groups  of  council  houses,  it  was  found  possible 
to  commence  installation  on  two  small  disposal  schemes  of  eighteen  council  houses  at  Walcott  and  four 
council  houses  at  Long  Lane. 

The  Council’s  proposals  to  develop  approximately  78  acres  of  land  in  the  Donnington  Wood  area  has 
necessitated  instructions  to  the  Engineers  to  extend  the  Donnington  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  accommodate 
the  additional  flow.  The  matter  has  become  rather  urgent,  as  the  sewage  disposal  works  is  working  to  capacity 
and  any  additional  discharge  before  the  works  are  extended  could  possibly  lead  to  a  deterioration  in  the  effluent. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  sludge  from  the  various  works  in  the  district  has  also  become  a  problem  and  during 
the  epidemic  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  disposal  of  sludge  on  agricultural  land  had  to  be  suspended  and 
temporary  lagoons  installed  at  Admaston  sewage  disposal  works  to  accommodate  some  of  the  sludge.  The 
position  is  still  rather  acute,  and  is  unlikely  to  improve.  Thought  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  installation  of  a 
suitable  plant  for  de-watering  sludge  in  bulk,  or  the  possibility  of  arrangements  being  made  with  a  larger 
authority  with  adequate  facilities  for  disposal. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

This  service  continues  to  function  satisfactorily  and  there  is  nothing  to  which  attention  should  be  drawn. 

HOUSING 

Housing  statistics  are  as  shown  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  report. 


New  Houses  erected  1967— Local  Authority  125 — Private  205 

During  the  year,  housing  development  has  been  continued  by  the  Council.  At  Hadley  a  contract  for  a 
block  of  12-storey  flats  and  two  blocks  of  3-storey  flats  were  nearing  completion;  at  Ketley  48  houses  and 
12  bungalows  of  timber-framed  construction  with  traditional  cladding  were  in  the  final  stages  of  completion; 
at  Donnington  the  development  of  95  houses  in  a  Radburn  layout  were  nearing  completion;  and  at  Church 
Aston  9  prefabricated  concrete  houses  were  completed.  The  purchase  of  a  further  78  acres  of  land  from  the 
National  Coal  Board  in  the  Donnington  Wood  area  was  being  negotiated  and  layouts  prepared  for  develop¬ 
ment.  The  first  phase  would  consist  of  approximately  250  houses,  some  of  which  would  be  for  incoming  miners. 

At  Ketley  negotiations  were  also  advanced  for  the  erection  of  a  further  82  houses  of  similar  construction 
to  those  nearing  completion. 

The  possibility  of  the  areas  at  Donnington.  Hadley,  Ketley,  Wrockwardine  and  Admaston  being  included 
within  the  New  Town  area  is  having  the  effect  of  slowing  down  building  activities  in  those  areas.  Building 
at  present  in  progress  is  only  being  carried  out  on  current  planning  permissions,  and  applications  at  present 
being  made,  are  being  refused  owing  to  the  possibility  of  interfering  with  or  prejudicing  the  future  development 
of  the  New  Town. 
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MORTUARY 

The  Mortuary  at  Donnington  continues  to  fulfil  a  great  need  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  proposals 
to  erect  a  new  mortuary  at  the  Wrekin  Hospital  do  not  appear  to  have  made  any  further  progress. 

RECREATION  GROUNDS 

During  the  year  the  provision  of  a  learner  pool  and  paddling  pool  at  Hadley  was  put  in  hand  and  was 
nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  pools  will  have  up  to  date  chlorination  and  filtration  plant 
and  the  water  is  to  be  heated  by  gas.  The  learner  pool  at  the  Donnington  Recreation  Ground  was  heavily  used 
during  the  year,  and  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  pool  suggested  that  the  chlorine  plant  was  not  working 
satisfactorily,  and  a  larger  plant  was  installed  resulting  in  a  satisfactory  treatment.  The  recreation  ground  at 
Edgmond  has  been  levelled  and  seeded,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  put  the  field  into  use  until  the  turf  has  reached 
maturity.  The  equipment  in  the  Children’s  playground  has,  therefore,  been  purchased  and  will  be  installed 
when  the  site  has  been  prepared. 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS 


Total  killed 

Cattle 

640 

Calves 

3 

Sheep 

2,034 

Pigs 

1,102 

Total  inspected 

640 

3 

2,034 

1,102 

Carcases  condemned  for  all  diseases  except  T.B.  and  C.  Bovis: 

Whole  carcases 

0 

0 

7 

0 

Part  carcases 

140 

1 

64 

101 

T.B.  onlv 

Whole  carcases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Part  carcases 

0 

0 

0 

3 

C.  Bovis: 

Whole  carcases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Part  carcases 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Refrigerator 

2 

0 

0 

0 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  in  operation  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Contraventions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

PETS  AND  RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Number  of  pet  shops  registered  . .  . .  . .  0 

Number  of  riding  establishments  registered  . .  1 

CARAVANS 

Number  of  multiple  sites  (more  than  3  vans)  ..  10 

Number  of  individual  sites  . .  . .  . .  30 

Number  of  caravans  involved  . .  . .  . .  205 

Number  of  prosecutions  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

MORTUARY 

Site:  Farm  Lane,  Donnington.  Number  of  Post-mortems  carried  out  92 

Number  of  Bodies  stored  ..  167 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 


Class  of  Premises 

Registered  in 
Year  1967 

Total  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Offices 

0 

21 

4 

Retail  Shops 

2 

71 

18 

Warehouses 

0 

2 

0 

Catering  and  canteen 

4 

20 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

6 

114 

30 

Contraventions  found  . . 
Exemptions  issued 
Prosecutions 


73 

0 

0 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  enforced 
by  the  local  authority  . . 

47 

0 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

52 

0 

0 

0 

' 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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HOUSING 


Newport 

Oakengates 

Wellington 

Shifnal 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

Estimated  Population  Mid-year 

5,820 

15,790 

16,630 

15,990 

26,670 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district 

1,977 

5,627 

5,309 

4,565 

9,004 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 

659 

1,641 

2,005 

994 

3,708 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957  &  1961 

Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  areas 

0 

61 

7 

0 

0 

Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  areas 

4 

39 

4 

6 

4 

Unfit  houses  closed 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Unfit  houses  made  fit 

0 

2 

1 

4 

38 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  (Other  than  unfit  houses  made 

fit) 

After  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

0 

0 

1 

2 

17 

Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  at  end  of  year.  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Purchase  of  houses  by  agreement : 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included  in  confirmed 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Overcrowding: 

(a)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  31st  December,  1967 

0 

88 

1 

2 

0 

(b)  Number  of  overcrowded  families  rehoused  during  year  . . 

0 

5 

1 

6 

0 

Houses  erected  during  year: 

By  local  authority  for  (a)  Slum  Clearance  . . 

77  } 

20 

0 

32  j 

125 

(b)  Other  purposes  . . 

23 

0 

By  private  enterprise 

131 

198 

98 

85 

205 

Houses  in  course  of  erection : 

By  Local  authority  for  (a)  Slum  Clearance  . . 

0 

6 

0 

66  | 

136 

(b)  Other  purposes 

0 

7 

0 

By  private  enterprise 

180 

147 

48 

50 

185 

Post-war  houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945  to  end  of  current  year  by: 

(a)  Local  authority  . . 

511 

1,436 

1,340 

718 

2,248 

(b)  Private  enterprise 

666 

2,020 

1,707 

1,411 

1,867 

Housing  Programme  for  following  year:  . . 

(a)  for  slum  clearance 

0 

48 

30 

103  } 

N/A 

r 

( b )  for  other  purposes 

0 

48 

44 

Total  number  of  council  houses  sold  during  year 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  year 

145 

600 

256 

394 

1,604 

Improvement  Grants: 

Discretionary  Grants  (Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 

as  amended): 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  applications  approved  during  year. 

1 

1 

0 

2 

22 

( b )  Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  on  work  ranking  for  grant  . . 

£601 

£145 

0 

£1,200 

£1,012 

(c)  Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  stated  as  % 

50% 

50% 

0 

31% 

50% 

( d )  Average  cost  per  dwelling  including  repairs  and  improvements  etc. 

£622 

£298 

0 

£1,350 

£1,301 

Standard  Grants  (Home  Purchase  &  Housing  Act,  1959,  and  Housing 

Act,  1964): 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  applications  approved  during  year 

5 

23 

3 

13 

17 

(b)  Average  amount  of  grant  per  dwelling  paid  by  Council 

£177 

£194 

£159 

£204 

£2,6 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Newport 

Oakengates  Wellington 

Shifnal 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

U.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

Houses  in  district 

1,977 

5,627 

5,309 

4,565 

9,004 

Houses  connected  to  disposal  works  owned  by  local  authority  . . 

1,963 

5,531 

5,299 

3,301 

6,966 

Houses  connected  to  satisfactory  private  disposal  or  treatment  plants  .  . 

10 

8 

7 

1,264 

N.K. 

Houses  without  satisfactory  means  of  sewerage  .  . 

4 

88 

3 

0 

N.K. 

Houses  using  chemical,  pail,  earth  or  privy  closets 

With  proper  means  of  disposal  . . 

0 

88 

3 

0 

N.K. 

Without  proper  means  of  disposal 

4 

0 

0 

0 

N.K. 

Collections  of  night  soil  by  Local  Authority 

Houses 

0 

88 

3 

0 

184 

Frequency 

0 

pails  w’kly 

Weekly 

0 

Weekly 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Newport 

U.D.C. 

Oakengates 

U.D.C. 

Wellington 

U.D.C. 

Shifnal 

R.D.C. 

Wellington 

R.D.C. 

Houses  in  district 

1,977 

5,627 

5,309 

4,565 

9,004 

Public  Mains: 

Piped 

1,969 

5,605 

5,302 

4,539 

7,858 

Stand  pipe  Supplies 

8 

22 

7 

3 

0 

Private  Mains: 

Piped 

0 

0 

0 

19 

185 

Stand  pipe  Supplies 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Supplies: 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc. 

1 

0 

0 

4 

961 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Samples  from : 

Public  Mains:  Satisfactory  .. 

32 

4 

56 

22 

23 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Private  Mains:  Satisfactory  .. 

0 

0 

0 

14 

10 

Unsatisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

10 

9 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc:  Satisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

10 

7 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

0 

0 

0 

3 

21 

Number  of  Chemical  Samples  from : 

Public  Mains:  Satisfactory  .  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Unsatisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Private  Mains:  Satisfactory  . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Unsatisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wells,  streams,  pumps,  etc:  Satisfactory 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Number  of  Public  Main  Supplies: 

Chlorinated 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Not  chlorinated  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Number  of  Private  Main  Supplies: 

Chlorinated 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Not  chlorinated 

Did  any  sample  of  water  indicate  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

causing  contamination  by  lead? 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION,  1967 


Parishes  or  Wards  where  Refuse  is 

Frequency  of 
Collection 

Method  of 
Collection 

Method  of 
Disposal 

Collected 

Not  Collected 

Newport  U.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Semi-controlled 

Oakengates  U.D.C.  . . 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Controlled 

Wellington  U.D.C.  . . 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Controlled 

Shifnal  R.D.C. 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Controlled 

Wellington  R.D.C.  .  . 

All 

0 

Weekly 

Council 

Semi-controlled 

Walker,  Printer,  Shrewsbury 


